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15 SCHEDULE OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
COMMITMENTS 

15.1 Introduction 

15.1.1 The assessment of the proposed Development has identified a number of impacts that 

would arise as a result of its construction and operation. Mitigation measures have 

accordingly been identified and developed to counter adverse impacts and reduce the 

significance of residual effects on the receiving environment. 

15.1.2 Chapter 3 of the EIA Report describes the embedded mitigation measures applied in the 

evolution of the layout design. The additional environmental mitigation measures 

identified during the EIA process form part of the proposed Development as described in 

Chapter 2 and in Chapters 6 to 14 of Volume 2 of the EIA Report and the associated 

Technical Appendices. Subject to the granting of consent, the additional mitigation 

measures comprise the schedule of environmental commitments which the Applicant will 

assign under the terms of any contract(s) for the construction and operation of the 

proposed Development. 

15.1.3 Environmental commitments are provided in Table 15.1.
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Table 15.1: Summary of Environmental Commitments 

Ref Issue Description of mitigation measure (reference within text) Timing Responsible 
Party 

Document Source 

02 Proposed Development  

2.1 Micrositing • The locations of proposed turbines and ancillary infrastructure would be 
subject to a maximum micrositing tolerance of 50 m in any direction. In 
those places where environmental features or technical constraints may 
be potentially affected by micrositing, tolerance would be constrained to 
less than 50 m, and such changes would be managed in consultation 
with an appropriately qualified and experienced Ecological Clerk of 
Works (ECoW) during the construction phase of the proposed 
Development.  

• The micrositing constraints relevant to the proposed Development are 
set out within each of the technical sections of this EIA Report. Any 
movement of the turbines from the proposed Development layout 
outwith the micrositing tolerance would be agreed with THC and would 
be in accordance with the mitigation summarised herein. 

(see Section 2.3.4 and 2.3.5 of Chapter 2: The Proposed Development) 

Pre-construction 
and construction  

Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 2: The 
Proposed 
Development 

2.2 Borrow Pits • During borrow pit excavation activities, blasting may be required. 
Blasting operations at the borrow pit would take place under strictly 
controlled conditions and at times to be agreed with the Council (i.e., 
Monday to Friday between the hours of 10.00 and 16.00, and Saturday 
mornings, as an exception).  

(see Section 2.3.32 to 2.3.34 of Chapter 2) 

Construction  Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 2 

2.3 Battery Energy Storage 

System (BESS) 
• A permanent Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) facility will utilise 

advanced, modular technology, such as lithium-ion or iron-air batteries, 
paired with power conversion systems (PCS) including inverters, 
transformers, and HVAC systems to regulate internal conditions. The 
BESS will enable time-shifting of wind farm generation to match energy 
demand and provide revenue-generating services. 

• Indicative designs reflect a "realistic worst-case scenario" for 
environmental impacts, ensuring the final design complies with safety, 
environmental, and regulatory standards. The installation will consist of 

Pre-construction Applicant  Chapter 2 
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Ref Issue Description of mitigation measure (reference within text) Timing Responsible 
Party 

Document Source 

multiple containers capable of hosting configurations from 15 MW to 30 
MW, tailored for energy or power-focused setups. The compound (110 
m x 75 m) will include bunding, drainage, and other essential 
infrastructure. 

• The final design of the BESS will be developed in consultation with the 
Scottish Fire Service and local councils, ensuring compliance with all 
relevant safety and environmental guidelines, including fencing, 
landscaping, and housing considerations. 

(see Section 2.3.35 to 2.3.39 of Chapter 2) 

2.4 Construction hours • The main construction hours for the proposed Development are 
anticipated to be 07:00 to 19:00 from Monday to Friday and 08:00 to 
13:00 on Saturdays, unless otherwise agreed with the Council. Certain 
tasks, such as electrical works or turbine erection, may occur outside 
these hours.   

• Material deliveries will generally adhere to construction hours, but 
abnormal loads, including nacelles, towers, and blades, may be 
delivered during quieter road network times to minimise traffic 
disruption. These deliveries will involve slow-moving trucks escorted by 
police, with timings determined by police requirements. Further details 
are provided in Chapter 12: Traffic and Movement. 

(see Section 2.4.6 and 2.4.7 of Chapter 2) 

Construction  Contractor Chapter 2 

2.5 Mobilisation compound • The mobilisation compound is expected to be created using ground 
excavated from the Garvary Indicative Borrow Pit. Otherwise, a new 
borrow pit will be excavated at this location to create the mobilisation 
compound. Stripped turf and topsoil will be stored at the compound's 
edge for later reinstatement. 

• A geotextile membrane will be placed on the subsoil, topped with 
compacted Type 1 aggregate stone to form a temporary surface. 
Temporary drainage mitigation will be installed, and the compound will 
be decommissioned and restored after construction activities are 
complete. 

(see Section 2.4.9 and 2.4.10 of Chapter 2) 

Construction  Contractor Chapter 2 
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Document Source 

2.6 Construction 
Compounds 

• The main construction compound within Balblair Wind Farm will include 
temporary cabins for site offices, vehicle monitoring, and welfare 
facilities such as toilets, along with parking for staff, visitors, and 
construction vehicles. It will also provide secure storage for tools, parts, 
and materials, and a receiving area for incoming vehicles. 

• The compounds will store construction materials, fuels, and turbine 
components. Large turbine components will be delivered directly to 
turbine hardstandings, while laydown areas will provide temporary 
parking and unloading zones for vehicles delivering these components. 

• Compounds and laydown areas will be constructed by stripping 
topsoil/peat, which will be stored in separate mounds to prevent mixing, 
following best practices. A geotextile layer will be placed on the sub-
stratum, topped with approximately 750 mm of stone for a working 
surface. 

• Post-construction, the stone and geotextile will be removed, the 

substrate loosened, and the stored soil/peat reinstated carefully. 

(see Section 2.4.11 to 2.4.14 of Chapter 2) 

Construction and 
Post-construction 

Contractor Chapter 2 

2.7 Private water supplies • A comprehensive risk screening was conducted for all identified private 
water supplies (PWS), considering their source types, such as springs, 
boreholes, or streams, and their proximity to the proposed 
Development. For the PWS with potential linkage, specific mitigation 
measures aim to ensure that risks are reduced to acceptable levels. 
Refer to Chapter 9: Geology, Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Peat. 

• To safeguard the identified PWS, a water quality monitoring programme 
will be implemented during construction to detect any adverse effects 
promptly. Contingency plans are also in place to manage any incidents 
of contamination or disruption, ensuring that the water supply remains 
protected throughout the development process. Refer to Technical 
Appendix 2.1, Volume 4.  

(see Section 2.4.15 to 2.4.19 of Chapter 2) 

Construction  Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 2 

2.8 Peat slide risk and peat 
management  

• A Peat Landslide Hazard Risk Assessment (PLHRA) identified high-risk 
areas on-site based on terrain, peat depth, slope stability, and 
hydrological conditions (Technical Appendix 9.1). Mitigation measures 
include maintaining natural drainage, avoiding construction on steep or 
saturated peat areas, redistributing infrastructure loads, and scheduling 

Construction  Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 2 
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Party 

Document Source 

construction during dry periods. Monitoring will detect early signs of 
instability, and contingency plans are in place to ensure rapid 
stabilisation if needed. 

• The Peat Management Plan (PMP) (Technical Appendix 9.2) outlines 
protocols for peat handling, storage, and reuse to prioritize habitat 
restoration and ecological recovery. Excavated peat is separated into 
surface (acrotelmic) and deeper (catotelmic) layers for effective reuse. 
Infrastructure design avoids deep peat areas, with controlled soil 
stripping, silt traps, and low-impact temporary storage of peat. 
Restoration includes revegetating with native species, drain blocking, 
and peat dams to restore the water table and support peatland 
recovery. 

• Ongoing monitoring during construction ensures adherence to best 
practices, with adaptive management strategies for unforeseen 
challenges. These measures protect peatland habitats, maintain 
ecological and hydrological functions, and mitigate carbon loss while 
ensuring safe and sustainable construction practices. 

(see Section 2.4.20 to 2.4.22 of Chapter 2, and Chapter 9: Geology, 
Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Peat) 

2.9 Access management • Access management measures outlined in the Outline Biodiversity 
Environmental Management Plan (OBEMP) (Technical Appendix 8.6) 
prohibit construction of tracks, roads, yards, hardstandings, or other 
structures in sensitive areas to protect biodiversity. Off-road vehicle 
movements are strictly regulated, permitting only low-impact agricultural 
vehicles like quad bikes in designated areas to minimise habitat 
disturbance.   

• For construction traffic, specific measures are implemented to reduce 

ecological impacts on peatlands and sensitive habitats, ensuring 
minimal environmental disruption. Access and infrastructure plans are 
coordinated with Garvary wind farm to prevent redundancy and mitigate 
cumulative environmental impacts. 

(see Section 2.4.23 and 2.4.24 of Chapter 2) 

Construction  Contractor Chapter 2 

2.10 Environmental 
Management 

• All construction works would be conducted in accordance with a project 
Construction Environmental Management Plan (CEMP), which would 
be based on the submitted Outline CEMP (OCEMP) (Technical 

Construction  Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 2 
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Document Source 

Appendix 2.1). The CEMP would be submitted to the Council for 
review and approval prior the construction works commence. 

(see Section 2.4.25 to 2.4.29 of Chapter 2) 

2.11 Turbine lighting • A proposal for a reduced lighting scheme for Balblair Wind Farm has 
been approved by the Civil Aviation Authority (CAA). The approved 
lighting scheme will consist of:  

o medium intensity steady red (2000 candela) lights on the nacelles 
of turbines 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7;  

o the medium intensity lights on turbines 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7 will be 
capable of being dimmed to 10% of nominal intensity;  

o infra-red lights to MoD specification on the nacelles of turbines 1, 2, 
3, 4, 5, 6 and 7;  

o no mid-tower lighting..  

• To implement this lighting scheme, visibility sensors will be installed on 
the turbines to monitor atmospheric conditions such as low cloud cover, 
rain, mist, haze or fog. When visibility exceeds 5 km, the nacelle-
mounted lights will operate at the reduced intensity of 200 candela. If 
visibility falls to 5 km or less, the nacelle-mounted lights will switch to 
their full intensity of 2000 candela. 

• Subject to the evolution of CAA policy, the Applicant would also 
consider the installation of an aircraft detection lighting system (ADLS). 
This would switch on the visible lights only when an aircraft passes 
within specified horizontal and vertical distances from the wind farm. 

(see Section 2.5.1 to 2.5.6 of Chapter 2) 

Construction and 

Operation 

Applicant / 

Contractor 

Chapter 2 

2.12 Turbine monitoring and 
control 

• Wind turbines are designed with a strong safety record, managed by a 
SCADA system that collects data and allows remote control of all 
turbines via buried communication cables. 

• In the event of faults such as blade over-speed, overproduction, or grid 
disconnection, turbines automatically shut down using integrated 
braking systems. Additionally, vibration sensors detect blade damage, 
triggering an automatic shutdown to ensure operational safety. 

(see Section 2.5.7 and 2.5.8 of Chapter 2) 

Operation Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 2 



 

Wind Power North Two Limited 15-7 

Balblair Wind Farm: EIA Report, Volume 2 

663896 

Ref Issue Description of mitigation measure (reference within text) Timing Responsible 
Party 

Document Source 

2.13 Turbine servicing and 
repair 

• Routine turbine servicing is expected to occur twice a year, with a full 
annual service and a minor service every six months. An initial three-
month service will likely follow commissioning. During servicing, 
turbines will be switched off, and activities may include changing 
gearbox oils and turbine components. Blade inspections are anticipated 
every two to five years, typically using cherry pickers, cranes, or drones, 
with repairs requiring light winds and dry conditions, making summer 
the preferred period for such work. 

• Operational waste will primarily consist of small volumes generated 
from machinery repair and maintenance, which maintenance 
contractors will dispose of off-site in compliance with Scottish waste 
management regulations. 

(see Section 2.5.12 to 2.5.14 of Chapter 2) 

Operation Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 2 

2.14 BESS servicing and 
repair 

• Routine maintenance for BESS includes visual inspections, thermal 
imaging to detect hot spots, and electrical testing via the Battery 
Management System (BMS) to monitor system health. Declining battery 
performance requires timely replacement, involving the safe removal 
and installation of new batteries with proper integration and testing. 
System upgrades, such as improved software and components, are 
essential for maintaining efficiency as technology evolves. 

• In case of failures, rapid response teams conduct on-site emergency 
repairs using diagnostic tools to minimise downtime. Comprehensive 
documentation of maintenance and repairs is maintained to ensure 
regulatory compliance and accountability. Additionally, training 
personnel on safety protocols and technical aspects of BESS fosters a 
culture of safety and knowledge, ensuring system reliability and 
efficiency while supporting renewable energy integration into the grid. 

(see Section 2.5.15 to 2.5.18 of Chapter 2) 

Operation Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 2 

2.15 Track maintenance • Once the proposed Development is operational, the volume of traffic 
using the access tracks would be low. Correspondingly, the need for 
any track maintenance works is anticipated to be low and infrequent. 
Any such works required would generally be undertaken during the drier 
conditions in the summer months. 

(see Section 2.5.19 of Chapter 2) 

Operation Applicant / 

Contractor 

Chapter 2 
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2.16 Decommissioning 
phase 

• The proposed Development is expected to operate for 30 years, after 
which it will be decommissioned. Turbines, the BESS, and associated 
above-ground infrastructure will be dismantled and removed, with 
recycling undertaken where possible. 

• Underground cables will remain in place, and foundations will be 
removed to a depth of 0.5 meters to minimise environmental impact. A 
detailed method statement for decommissioning will be prepared and 
approved by the Council, following applicable guidance at the time.  

(see Section 2.6 of Chapter 2) 

Post-operation Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 2 

07 Ornithology  

7.1 Collision Mortality 
Risks 

• Additional measures are proposed for black grouse to reduce the 
potential for collision risks with other operational infrastructure. 

o Any fencing installed as part of proposed Development, either 
temporary or longer term will be marked to increase their 
visibility to black grouse and reduce the potential for this 
species’ collisions with such infrastructure. 

o In addition a trial of turbine base marking (e.g. with droppers) 
is also proposed, to be agreed in consultation with THC, 
NatureScot and other relevant stakeholders, to further reduce 
the potential of collision risks for this species and inform future 
industry standard good practice. 

(see Section 7.9 of Chapter 7: Ornithology) 

Construction and 
Operation 

Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 7: 
Ornithology 

08 Ecology 

8.1 Outline Biodiversity 
Enhancement 
Management Plan 
(OBEMP) 

• An Outline Biodiversity Enhancement Management Plan OBEMP has 
been produced (see Technical Appendix 8.6 in Volume 4). 

• The OBEMP focuses on restoring and enhancing habitats to achieve 
significant biodiversity gains. The Biodiversity Enhancement Area (BEA) 
spans 634.1 ha and is divided into two units. 

o Unit A emphasises restoring degraded bog and upland 
heathland habitats, covering 308.3 ha. Restoration techniques 
include the removal of non-native conifers, drain blocking, peat 
hagg restoration, and re-profiling. Activities such as tree 

Pre-Construction, 
Construction and 
Operation 

Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 8: Ecology 
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planting, lime application, and earth-moving are prohibited in 
peatland areas to preserve their integrity. 

o Unit B targets riparian corridor enhancement, creating 4.34 ha 
of native broadleaved woodland while avoiding planting on 
deep peat. These corridors benefit various species, including 
birds, bats, and invertebrates, and provide ecological 
advantages such as carbon sequestration and natural flood 
attenuation. The plan also prioritises support for moorland 
birds like waders and black grouse by avoiding planting in 
areas with high breeding densities. 

• Regular monitoring and reporting are integral to the plan, with surveys 
assessing vegetation, species diversity, and restoration outcomes. 
Reports are prepared in Years 1, 3, and 5, with reviews every five years 
during the operational phase of the development. The final BEMP will 
incorporate additional survey data and stakeholder feedback, ensuring 
adaptive and collaborative management throughout the lifespan of the 
development. 

09 Hydrology, Hydrogeology, Geology and Peat  

9.1 Soils and Peat • The Principal Contractor would undertake soil stripping with care, 
limiting the working area as much as practicable. Topsoil would be 
removed and stored in bunds up to 2 m high on unstripped ground, with 
efforts to keep vegetation-side-up where possible, though this depends 
on ground conditions. Subsoils and superficial geological deposits 
would be stored separately in clearly defined bunds to maintain soil 
quality. 

• In areas of peat, the upper acrotelmic peat (top 0.5 m) would be 
removed and stored similarly to topsoil, with an effort to retain the 
vegetation-side-up. The deeper catotelmic peat, which is sensitive and 
easily loses structure, would be stored in bunds up to 1 m high and 
transported only short distances. Infrastructure design aims to minimise 
the excavation of catotelmic peat. 

• Stockpiled soils and peat would be shaped to prevent water ponding, 
and sediment control measures installed on sloping ground to prevent 
runoff. Bunds would ideally be placed on flat or nearly flat ground. The 
excavated materials would be reused for restoration and rehabilitation 
after construction, promoting fast vegetation re-establishment. Storage 

Pre-construction, 
Construction 

Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 9:  
Hydrology, 
Hydrogeology, 
Geology and Peat 
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durations would be minimised to avoid degradation, and during dry 
weather, damping sprays would maintain moisture to preserve soil 
structure and vegetation growth. 

• Construction would adhere to best practice guidance for peatland 

developments, supported by a risk management system such as a 
geotechnical risk register, which would be updated as new information 
arises. Micrositing would be employed to avoid problematic areas 
identified during investigations, with further verification of peat depths 
conducted in critical areas. Track drainage would be designed to 
minimise flow concentration, aligning with good practice guidelines. 

• Weather conditions would influence construction activities, with 
restrictions applied during wet weather, particularly near watercourses 
or deeper peat areas. Excavation volumes and storage timescales 
would be reduced through careful track design. Vegetation would be re-
established on infrastructure verges and cut slopes using excavated 
peat and topsoil, supplemented by methods such as hydroseeding or 
biodegradable geotextiles in specific areas. 

• To manage peat stability, construction staff would conduct inspections 
and monitor for signs of peat landslide risks, with geotechnical 
specialists available to provide advice if necessary. Staff would also be 
trained to recognize peat slide indicators and follow emergency 
procedures to address potential incidents. 

• (see Section 9.6. of Chapter 9 and Technical Appendix 2.1, Volume 
4) 

9.2 Surface Watercourses 
and Groundwater 

• Silt fencing or equivalent sediment control measures would be installed 
on the downhill side of excavations to prevent the discharge of silty 
water into nearby watercourses. Additionally, all engineering works near 
watercourses, including access tracks and crossing structures, would 
require appropriate sediment control measures to be established prior 
to any groundworks. Vegetation along watercourse banks would be 
retained wherever possible to provide additional protection against 
sedimentation. 

• WQM would be implemented to establish baseline water quality 
conditions before construction begins. This would include visual checks 
for sediment and in-situ measurements of pH, temperature, and 
conductivity. For particularly sensitive locations, such as upstream of 

Pre-construction, 
Construction 

Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 9 
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public water supply intakes, additional monitoring of turbidity and 
dissolved oxygen may also be carried out, as recommended by SEPA 
or the ECoW. 

• Pre-construction monitoring would be conducted by the Principal 

Contractor on a monthly basis for at least three months before any 
construction activity. During construction, the ECoW or a nominated 
individual would oversee water quality monitoring. Any deviations from 
baseline conditions, such as changes in pH or conductivity, would 
prompt an investigation to determine the source of the issue. 

• Seven WQM locations have been identified, with specific monitoring 
schedules tailored to each site. Baseline monitoring would occur 
monthly for at least three months prior to construction. During 
construction, monitoring frequency would increase to twice daily when 
work is active in the area, or remain monthly when no work is ongoing. 
Monitoring locations include areas near access tracks, turbines, and 
other key infrastructure components. 

• All works near wetlands would be supervised by the ECoW to ensure 
compliance with environmental protection measures and to minimise 
impacts on these sensitive areas. 

(see Section 9.7of Chapter 9 and Technical Appendix 2.1, Volume 4) 

9.3 Drainage Infrastructure • Trackside drainage would be designed to be as efficient as possible, 
with cross-drains installed to mimic natural water flows and minimise 
concentrated flows. Drainage systems would handle a 1-in-200-year 
storm event plus allowances for climate change. For wetland or bog 
crossings, cross-drainage solutions, such as drainage layers or closely 
spaced pipes, would ensure water flow continuity, tailored to site-
specific conditions. Necessary licences for watercourse crossings would 
be obtained before construction. 

• Temporary and permanent drainage systems would be implemented 
progressively ahead of works, including bunding and cut-off drains for 
turbine bases and hardstanding areas. Larger excavation sites may use 
temporary water control measures, such as settlement ponds or filter 
systems, detailed in Pollution Prevention Plans. Earthmoving would be 
restricted during wet weather, particularly near watercourses, with 
"stop" conditions applied during heavy rainfall. 

Pre-construction, 
Construction 

Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 9 
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• Long-term drainage infrastructure would be monitored and maintained 
regularly, with inspections for blockages or damage and immediate 
remediation as needed. Maintenance would be scheduled for dry 
weather where possible. 

(see Section 9.7 of Chapter 9 and Technical Appendix 2.1, Volume 4) 

9.4 Excavation • Water accumulating in excavations would be pumped out before further 
work, with treatment to remove suspended solids before discharge. 
Cables would be laid in disturbed trackside material, and in areas with 
elevation changes, clay bunds or impermeable barriers would be 
installed every 0.5 m to minimise groundwater flow within trenches. 

• Vegetation cover would be restored quickly on all stripped areas, such 
as track verges, cut slopes, and screening bunds, using excavated peat 
acrotelm and topsoil turf where possible. Additional methods, like 
hydroseeding or biodegradable geotextiles, would be used in sensitive 
areas or where natural materials are insufficient. 

• Rock testing would determine the suitability of material for track and 
hardstanding construction, with unsuitable material set aside for 
restoration. Excess or unsuitable aggregate and spare rock material 
from construction would be used to restore extended hardstanding 
areas, capped with soil or turf to encourage natural vegetation regrowth. 

• Access to unstripped ground would be limited to tracked or low ground 
pressure vehicles to minimise environmental impact. 

(see Section 9.7 of Chapter 9  and Technical Appendix 2.1, Volume 4) 

Pre-construction, 
Construction 

Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 9 

9.5 Proposed Development 
Traffic 

• Tracks and hardstanding areas would be regularly monitored by the 
Principal Contractor during construction and the Site Operator during 
operation, with particular attention after heavy rainfall or snow 
clearance. Any sections showing excessive wear, erosion, or surface 
damage would be repaired using suitable materials from the Site or 
external sources. Drainage features would also be repaired or replaced 
as necessary to ensure proper functionality. 

• Bridge structures at watercourse crossings would include splash control 
measures to prevent silty water from entering watercourses due to 
vehicle movement. These measures would be regularly inspected to 
ensure they remain effective and undamaged. 

Pre-construction, 
Construction 

Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 9 



 

Wind Power North Two Limited 15-13 

Balblair Wind Farm: EIA Report, Volume 2 

663896 

Ref Issue Description of mitigation measure (reference within text) Timing Responsible 
Party 

Document Source 

• Quarterly inspections of all project infrastructure, including tracks, 
hardstanding areas, and drainage systems, would be conducted 
throughout construction and operation. These inspections would identify 
issues such as surface damage, water pooling, or blocked drainage, 
with immediate remediation as needed. 

• Site-specific mitigation measures, such as track drainage segregation to 
prevent flushing from excavated works and micrositing to avoid 
sensitive areas, would be implemented where appropriate. Traffic 
routes would be clearly marked, and vehicles would be restricted to 
designated areas to minimise environmental impact. 

(see Section 9.7 of Chapter 9 and Technical Appendix 2.1, Volume 4) 

9.6 Pollution Prevention • Oil and fuel storage and handling would comply with the Water 
Environment (Controlled Activities) (Scotland) Regulations 2011, with 
risk assessments conducted to identify hazardous substances such as 
oils, fuels, hydraulic fluids, and anti-freeze.  

• All oil and fuel deliveries would be supervised by the Principal 

Contractor, and storage tanks would be housed within impermeable, 
bunded containers capable of containing 110% of the tank's capacity or 
meeting the appropriate bunding requirements for multiple tanks. Waste 
oil would not be stored on-site and would be removed to licensed 
facilities. 

• Spillage management procedures would include spill kits, booms, and 
other physical measures to address potential spills. Refuelling and 
servicing would occur in designated areas with impermeable surfaces 
and additional containment precautions for field maintenance, such as 
spill trays. Maintenance checks would ensure the minimization of fuel or 
oil leakage from machinery. Emergency spillage procedures, 
prominently displayed on-site, would provide step-by-step guidance for 
containment, clean-up, and disposal, with SEPA informed of any 
harmful discharge and provided with a detailed incident report within 14 
days. 

• Construction phase welfare facilities would include options such as 

holding tanks for wastewater disposal, waste treatment plants, or 
waterless composting toilets. All necessary authorizations for water 
environment management would be obtained prior to construction. Site 

Pre-construction, 
Construction 

Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 9 
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drainage, visibility, and access tracks would be designed to minimise 
risks, including vehicle collisions and environmental impact. 

• The Environmental Clerk of Works (ECoW) would supervise activities 
near wetlands, ensuring compliance with all mitigation measures and 
regulations. 

(see Section 9.7 of Chapter 9 and Technical Appendix 2.1, Volume 4) 

10 Cultural Heritage  

10.1 Physical Impacts • Construction impacts on several archaeological assets, including 
MHG9290 (Cnoc na Moine field system), MHG10054 (Leathad Breac 
hut circle and field system), MHG18357 (Leathad Breac farmstead), 
and MHG10058 (Coirshellach township and head dyke), will be 
carefully mitigated through a detailed programme of archaeological 
fieldwork. This mitigation plan involves advance archaeological 
excavation for MHG10054, including a programme of 
palaeoenvironmental surveys where appropriate, to understand better 
and document the site's historical context. For the remaining assets, 
archaeological monitoring during construction groundworks will ensure 
any findings are preserved by record and appropriately managed. 
Additionally, any modern field boundaries and buildings identified in 
Volume 4, Technical Appendix 10.1 that may be physically impacted 
by the development will be proportionately recorded as part of the 
fieldwork mitigation programme. 

• Micrositing impacts on MHG12881 (Altnagar Lodge Hotel cairnfield) and 
MHG10335 (Craigton hut circle) will also be mitigated through targeted 
archaeological interventions. Advance excavation will be undertaken for 
MHG10335, while archaeological monitoring during construction 
groundworks will be applied to MHG12881 to protect these assets and 
capture any significant data they may hold. 

• To minimise the risk of accidental physical impacts during the 
construction phase, key sites—including MHG9290, MHG10054, 
MHG12881, and MHG10335—will be securely fenced off. This 
precaution will protect these archaeological features throughout the 
duration of construction, ensuring their integrity and safeguarding their 
historical value. 

(See Section 10.8 of Chapter 10) 
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10.2 Archaeological 
Potential 

• The Site has low archaeological potential for prehistoric and Medieval 
remains but high potential for post-medieval subsurface remains. 
Medieval remains, if present, could be of medium importance, 
representing the worst-case scenario for impact assessment. Direct 
impacts on unexpected archaeological remains may occur during 
construction, necessitating preservation by record through 
archaeological monitoring (watching brief) as outlined in a Written 
Scheme of Investigation (WSI). 

(See Section 10.8 of Chapter 10) 

Construction Applicant / 
Contractor 

Chapter 10 

12 Traffic and Movement  

12.1 Construction Phase 
Mitigation 

• A CTMP would be in place during the construction period to actively 
mitigate the effects as discussed above.  An outline CTMP has been 
prepared as part of the  Application which identifies the mitigation 
measures proposed during the construction stage. This is provided as 
Technical Appendix 12.2 in Volume 4.  

• The following measures would be implemented through a CTMP during 
the construction phase. The CTMP would be agreed with the Council 
prior to construction works commencing: 

o Where possible, further detailed design processes would minimise 
the volume of material to be imported to Site to help reduce HGV 
numbers; 

o A Site worker transport and travel arrangement plan, including 
transport modes to and from the Site (including pick up and drop off 
times); 

o A Traffic Management Plan to control the operation of the access 
junctions; 

o All materials delivery lorries (dry materials) should be sheeted to 
reduce dust and stop spillage on public roads; 

o Specific training and disciplinary measures should be established to 
ensure the highest standards are maintained to prevent construction 
vehicles from carrying mud and debris onto the carriageway; 

o Should there be evidence of this following this commencement of 
construction, suitable measures would be implemented within the 

Pre-construction, 
Construction 
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Site to ensure deleterious materials are not transferred onto the 
highway; 

o Road cleaning would take place, if required, to remove any 
deleterious materials that are carried from the Site; 

o Normal Site working hours would be limited to between 07:00 - 19:00 
Monday to Friday and 08:00 – 13:00 on Saturdays, unless otherwise 
agreed with the Council, though component delivery and turbine 
erection may take place outside these hours; 

o Provide construction updates on the project website and or a 
newsletter to be distributed to residents within an agreed distance of 
the Site; and 

o All drivers would be required to attend a detailed induction prior to 
undertaking any works on the Site. 

• Advance warning and information signs will be installed on affected 
roads to inform drivers and encourage alternative routes or journey 
times where feasible. The exact locations and numbers of signs will be 
agreed post-consent as part of broader traffic management plans. 

• Information will be shared with the public through the project website, 
local newsletters, and social media. 

• A Community Liaison Forum will be established in collaboration with the 
Council and local Community Councils. This forum will keep the 
community updated on project progress, transport-related mitigation 
measures, and the schedule for turbine component deliveries. It will 
remain active until construction is complete and the development is 
operational. 

• The Applicant will enter into a Section 96 (wear and tear) Agreement or 
an equivalent, ensuring local roads used by construction vehicles are 
inspected before and after construction. Any damage will be repaired 
promptly to return the roads to their pre-construction condition. During 
construction, regular road monitoring and necessary repairs will be 
undertaken, prioritizing safety-critical issues. 

(See Section 12.8 of Chapter 12) 

12.2 Abnormal Load 
Transport Management 
Plan 

• An Abnormal Load Transport Management Plan (ATMP) would be 
prepared in advance of construction to cater for all AIL movements to 
and from the Site. This would include: 

Pre-construction, 
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o Procedures for liaising with the emergency services to ensure that 
police, fire and ambulance vehicles are not impeded by the loads. 
This is normally undertaken by informing the emergency services 
of delivery times and dates and agreeing communication protocols 
and lay over areas to allow overtaking; 

o A diary of proposed delivery movements to liaise with the 
communities to avoid key dates such as popular local events, etc.; 

o A protocol for working with local businesses to ensure the 
construction traffic does not interfere with deliveries or normal 
business traffic; and 

o Proposals to establish a Community Liaison Group to ensure the 
smooth management of the project / public interface with the 
Applicant, the construction contractors, the local community and, if 
appropriate, the police forming the committee. This committee 
would form a means of communicating and updating on 
forthcoming activities and dealing with any potential issues arising. 

• A police escort would be required to facilitate the delivery of the AILs. 
The police escort would be further supplemented by a civilian pilot car 
to assist with the escort duty. It is proposed that an advance escort 
would warn oncoming vehicles ahead of the convoy, with one escort 
staying with the convoy at all times. The escorts and convoy would 
remain in radio contact at all times, where possible.  

• The AIL convoys would be no more than three vehicles long, or as 
advised by the police, to permit safe transit along the delivery route and 
to allow limited overtaking opportunities for following traffic where it is 
safe to do so.  

• The times in which the convoys would travel would need to be agreed 
with Police Scotland who have sole discretion on when loads can be 
moved. 

(See Section 12.8 of Chapter 12) 

13 Noise   

13.1 n/a Mitigation beyond the embedded mitigation is not required due to there 
being no likely ‘Significant’ effects arising. 

(See Section 13.10 of Chapter 13: Noise and Vibration) 

n/a n/a Chapter 13:     Noise 
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14 Other Issues  

14.1 Aviation obstacle 
lighting 

• As a form of standard mitigation, the turbines would be fitted with 
aviation obstacle lighting, to meet the requirements of the CAA. 

• A lighting design was proposed to all relevant aviation stakeholders for 
approval or comment. The CAA has approved the reduced lighting 
design, in which six of the eight turbines will be fitted with visible 
spectrum lighting. Details of the approved design are as follows: 

o medium intensity steady red (2000 candela) lights on the 
nacelles of turbines 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7 

o the medium intensity lights on turbines 1, 2, 3, 4, 6 and 7 will 
be capable of being dimmed to 10% of nominal intensity 

o infra-red lights to MoD specification on the nacelles of turbines 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 

o no mid-tower lighting 

(See Section 7 of Technical Appendix 14.2 in Volume 4) 
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