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1. Background.

1.1 Introduction
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1.1.2
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1.1.6
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This Pre-Application Consultation (PAC) Report has been prepared by Cavendish Consulting on

behalf Wind Power North Two Ltd ( 8 The Apipn ircalnathion to the Bal
Proposed DevelopmentA). The Proposed Devel opment

agreement between Force 9 Energy Limited (Force 9) and Vestas Development A/S. Wind Power
North 2 Limited is a whole owne d subsidiary of Vestas Development A/S.

Wind Power North 2 Limited (the Applicant) proposes to install and operate up to eight wind
turbines and a battery energy storage system with associated infrastructure on the Balblair
Estate (the site) measuring approximately 2km north  -west of Bonar Bridge .

A full description of the development is available within the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIAR).

With a combined generating capacity over 50MW , the Proposed Development is subject to
Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989, administered by the Energy Consents Unit (ECU). A  section
36 application for consent has been submitted to the Energy Consents Unit and this report has
been produced to accompany the application to explain the consultation process with  the
community undertaken by the Applicant

Albeit not a statutory requirement for Section 36 applications, the Applicant has applied the

principles of the consultation process recommended

in The Town and Country Planning (Development Management Procedure ) (Scotland)
Regulations 2022 and Planning Circular 3:2022 -Development Management Procedures. This
enables the local community and all those with an interest in the proposals a clear opportunity

to view the proposals, and importantly comment and feedback.

This PAC Report outlines the programme of consultation activity undertaken by the Applicant,
including formal information events and wider engagement with the community and
stakeholders.

Where possible, this report outlines the feedback received at formal public consultation events
and through meetings with community groups, and how the Applicant has responded within the
final application.
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2. Consultation Overview.

2.1 Best practice

2.1.1 The Applicant is aware of the value of engaging with and seeking to involve local people in
development proposals, both prior to and following the submission of any application and through
to the construction and oper at i obtainscbneentl d t he Applicant .

2.1.2  Planning Advice Note (PAN) 3/2010 z Community Engagement is an update of PAN 81 which advises
that in order for the community engagement to be successful, it is important that everyone
interested in the future development of the community, village, town, or city they live in, should
understand the planning process. Developers are advi sed to involve residents at the earliest
opportunity so that they can feel confident that engagement in the process has been meaningful.

213 PAN 3/2010 highlights that the term 3consultationj is |

JDynamic process of dialogue between individuals or gr «
and, normally, with the objective of influencing decisions, policies or programmes of action. The

terms HYengagement A and Ui nvol v ableeand afe takan¢o mganrther al | 'y i n't
establishment of effective relationships with individuals or groups. Participation is everything that

enables people to influence the decisions and get involved in the actions that affect their lives. In the

context of this d ocument engagement is, in effect, giving people a genuine opportunity to have a say

on a development plan or proposal which affects them,; listening to what they say and reaching a

decision in an open and transparent way to ensure they are taking account of all views expressed

(page 3, paragraph 1) .}

2.1.4  National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) (2023) also highlights the important role of effective
engagement, stating:

215 3Throughout the planning system, opportunities are ava
and decisions about future development. Such engagement, undertaken in line with statutory
requirements, should be early, collaborative, meaningful and proportio nate. Support or concern
expressed on matters material to planning must be given careful consideration in the determination
of devel opment proposal s. j

2.1.6  The Applicant is committed to undertaking effective and early consultation methods in this way,
including tailoring its strategies to suit individual
importance vary, and the consultation programmes are designed to reflect that .

2.2 Timeline

221 The ApplicantAs plans for Balblair Wind Farm (YBal bl ai
stakeholders were notified that the consultation would be coming forward.
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2.25

2.2.6

2.2.7

2.2.8

Upon the scoping submission, the Applicant wrote to stakeholders in the form of a letter on 21 st
February 2024 which included details about the development and the Scoping Request, as well as
the date for the first public consultation events. A copy of the letter can be found in Appendix 1.

The email was sent to:

North, West and Central Sutherland Ward Councillors
East Sutherland and Adderton Ward Councillors
Cromarty Firth Ward Councillors

Caithness, Sutherland and Ross MSP
Highlands and Islands Regional MSPs
Caithness, Sutherland and Ross MP

Ardgay and District Community Council

Lairg Community Council

Rogart Community Council

Edderton Community Council

Dornoch Community Council

Dialogue has been maintained with local community councils up to the point of submission via
written and verbal communication and will continue through determination of the planning
application and, should this planning application be approved, into the co nstruction and operation
of the Proposed Development. To date, this communication has included information on upcoming
consultation events, and general information on the application.

Two rounds of formal pub lic consultations were held. A first  set of consultation even ts took place on
5% March 2024, with an earlier session in the Invershin Village Hall, followed by an evening session

in the Bonar Bridge Village Hall where the proposals , based on the Scoping Report issued to the
Highland Council were shown, and feedback sought. The Applicant received useful feedback (see
Section 6) through this initial round of consultation.

Following this initial round of public consultation in March 2024, a second set of events was held to
provide the local community and stakeholders the opportunity to view and comment on the updated
proposals in advance of the submission of an applicationt o the Scottish Government. These events
took place on 17 ™ September 2024, again in the Invershin and Bonar Bridge Halls.

The timings and venues of the public exhibitions were also intended to provide members of the
public with the best opportunity at which to attend, view the proposals and importantly provide
feedback.

All comments and feedback received from the consultation period, as well as those received through
additional community engagement programme have been collated and analysed as part of this PAC
Report (Section 6), which also illustrates how feedback has, where possible, helped shape and inform
the Proposed Development.
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3. Phase 1 Consultation .

3.1 Overview

3.1.1  The first round of consultation for Balblair took place on 5 ™ March in the Invershin (12.00pm z
2.30pm) and Bonar Bridge (4.00pm z 8.00pm) Village Halls .

3.1.2  The first phase of consultation for Balblair was announced on 21 st February 2024 when
stakeholders were notified of the upcoming public exhibition. As above, the email (Appendix 1)
included details such as the consultation date, the location of the proposed site, and an outline of
the infrastructure included in the plans

3.13 In addition to notifying political stakeholders, a letter (Appendix 2) was sent to 769 residences 1
within the vicinity of the site (map available in Appendix 3).

3.1.4  Further, a public notice (Appendix 4) advertising the first exhibition was placed in the Press and
Journal and The Northern Times.

3.1.5 In order to ensure that information about the proposals was easily accessible to members of the
public, a project website ( hitps:/balblairwindfarm.co.uk/ ) was created and kept up to date with

upcoming events and consultation materials, as well as general project information.

3.1.6  The Force 9 Energy website (https://www.force9energy.com/projects/current/balblair ) was also

updated to include an overview of the project, and a downloadable PDF of the Scoping Report.

3.1.7 A feedback form (Appendix 5) was available at the exhibition and online at
https://balblairwindfarm.co.uk/  from the same date.

3.2 In-person exhibition event s

3.21 In total, 101 people attended the first round of consultation events

3.2.2  Atthe event, six information banners were on display ( Appendix 6). The subjects of the boards were
as follows:

1. Welcome to our
Exhibition

2. Balblair Wind Farm 3. Assessing Visual Impa

4. Assessing Project 5. Potential Benefits of

Impacts Balblair Wind Farm 6. Next Steps

ifAAlG 2F
LIN2L2ZASR aAidSo

dzaiy3 w2¥&lF iK&FAf t2adlt
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3.2.3  Printed visualisations were displayed around the room. These showed:
Viewpoint 1: Photomontage View from Minor Road

Viewpoint 2: Photomontage View from Bonar Bridge

Viewpoint 4: Photomontage View from Ardgay

Viewpoint 8: Photomontage View from Auchintoul

Viewpoint 10: Photomontage View from Struie Viewpoint

Zone of Theoretical Visibility

= =4 =4 -4 -8 A

3.2.4  The feedback period for the first phase of consultation ended on 28™ March 2024. In total, 55
feedback forms were received at the event , online or via post.

IMAGE OF FIRST CONSULTATION EVENT
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4. Phase 2 Consultation .

4.1

41.1

41.2

4.1.3

4.1.4

4.1.5

4.1.6

4.1.7

4.1.8

4.2

422

4.2.3

Overview

In September 2024 the Applicant returned to the area to reconsult with the community and
demonstrate the changes which had been incorporated into the design following the first event.

The second round of consultation took place on 17 ™ September in the Invershin (12.00pm 7
2.30pm) and Bonar Bridge (4.00pm z 8.00pm) Village Halls.

Stakeholders consistent with the first round of consultation events were notified via email
(Appendix 8) on 30™ August 2024. The Creich Community Council was re -established in the
inter im period between consultation  events, and was therefore contacted regarding the second
round of consultation. The email included details of the second consultation event, and
information about changes made to the scheme following feedback.

As with the first round of consultation, a letter (Appendix 9) was sent to 769 residences within
the same radius as in March (Appendix 3).

A public notice (Appendix 10) was again placed in the Press and Journal and the Northern Times.

In line with the announcement of the second round of consultation, the project website
(https://balblairwindfarm.co.uk/ ) was updated to include details of the second events, and the

consultation materials.

The Force 9 website (https://www.force9energy.com/projects/current/balblair ) was also

updated with details of the amended proposals to ensure that the information was accessible.

A feedback form (Appendix 11) was available to be filled out at the event or taken home to fill
out at a later date. The feedback form was available online at https://balblairwindfarm.co.uk/

from the same date.

In-person exhibition events

The second consultation even ts were attended by 44 people over the sessions. Members of the
project team were on hand to answer questions and discuss the proposals with members of th e
publi c.

Seven information boards were on display (Appendix 12) to provide an overview of the scheme
and any updates following the March event.

CAVENDISH
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4.2.4  The subjects of the boards were as follows :

3. Assessing Visual Impac
Updated Design Changeg

1.Welcome to Our

Exhibition 2. Updated Proposals

6. Potential Benefits of
Balblair Wind Farm

4. Response to Feedbaclil 5. Assessing Project Impag

7. Next Steps

4.2.5 Intotal 10 feedback forms were received over the course of  the consultation period by the time the
period of feedback ended on 11 ™ October 2024.

4.2.6  Printed versions of updated visualisations were again displayed around the room. These showed:

Viewpoint 1: Photomontage View from Minor Road
Viewpoint 2: Photomontage View from Bonar Bridge
Viewpoint 4: Photomontage View from Ardgay
Viewpoint 8: Photomontage View from Auchintoul
Viewpoint 10: Photomontage View from Struie Viewpoint
Zone of Theoretical Visibility

= =4 =4 -4 A -

IMAGE OF SECOND CONSULTATION
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5. Additional Engag ement .

5.1 Meetings

511. As part of the ApplicantAs ongoing engagement with the
development, a representative of the Applicant and their communications consultants attended the
Creich Community Council As October meeting.

5.1.2. The Applicant gave a presentation and answered questions about the proposed development,
following up with attendees where required.

5.2 Contact details

5.2.1  To ensure that as many interested parties as possible were able to access information regarding
the proposals and speak to a member of the project team, a dedicated website, email address and
phone number were established. Details of these points of contac  t are listed below:

5.2.2 Website: https://balblairwindfarm.co.uk/

5.2.3 Phone number: 0141 674 8680

5.2.4 Email address : info@balblairwindfarm.co.uk

5.2.5  The website contains information about  the Applicant, as well as the Proposed Development . The
relevant consultation materials in the form of the boards presented at the exhibitions were
uploaded to the project website in tandem with the first and second phase of the consultation.

Vestas —‘,om, Home Thaee About s Barells Pl Conslon VRV Estiton Tl Hous Yo Say Gontae
ENERGY

5.2.6  As referenced earlier in this report, the Force 9 website
(https://www.force9energy.com/projects/current/balblair ) was also kept up to date with

information about the proposals, and a downloadable PDF of the Scoping Report.
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6. Feedback and Responses.

6.1 Feedback from consultation

6.1.1

The consultation introduced the Proposed Development to the local community and provided an

opportunity for all stakeholders to provide feedback.

6.1.2

A feedback form was made available at the events, online and by request, with the option for

interested parties to send feedback via multiple channels.

6.1.3 The

Applicant As

contact details (email, print and

6.2 Response to key consultation topics

6.2.1  The following section sets out the key topics raised during the pre -application consultation period
and those raised in the various meetings and discussions the Applicant had with stakeholders.

6.2.2  Where appropriate, a response has been made to show how these issues have been addressed or
indeed, highlight where adjustments have been made to the site layout as a direct result of the
feedback received.

Key issue Applicant response

Concerns about potential
impacts on local wildlife
and bird species.

Our ecologists and ornithologists have undertaken extensive surveys of the site to
identify protected species and habitats.  The site design has sought to avoid the most
valuable habitats on site. The development affords the opportunity for biodiversity
net gain and includes proposals for removing self-seeded sitka spruce and
potentially drain blocking to rewet the environment improving peatland on site.

Cumulative impact with
other wind farms

f the country is to meet the Scottish
onshore wind generating capacity by 2030, renewable energy projects such as
Bal bl air Wind Farm wi |l play a key rol e
The applicantA EIA has considered the cumulative impact of the project with other
similar developments.

Questions raised about
the need for further
development given
Scotland already produces
enough renewable energy
to be self sufficient.

Additional renewable electricity generating capacity is required to continue the
decarbonisation of the country in areas such as transport, heating and industrial
process. Nationally significant projects like Balblair will contribute significantly to
that drive.

Concerns raised about the
impact on the local
landscape.

To reduce the visual impact of the project, the applicant reduced the number of
turbines and adjusted their placement, setting them back into the site away from
more sensitive visual receptors. Details about how the design has changed as a
result of consultation and en vironmental impact assessment work are provided in
Section 4 of the Environmental Impact Assessment Report.

Concerns about traffic
disruption during

A construction traffic management plan will be submitted as part of the application
for consent, outlining specific measures to manage and mitigate the impact of

construction construction traffic on local roads. The management plan will detail the framework
for managin g the safe movement of construction and delivery traffic, including
11 CAVENDISH
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expected traffic volume and timing restrictions. Where possible, traffic movements
will be scheduled to avoid peak morning and evening periods.

Concerns about aviation
lighting on the turbines

A reduced lighting scheme has been agreed with the CAA with only a limited number
of the turbines fitted with aviation warning light. The lights will operate at a reduced
intensity in good weather. In addition, they are designed to be less intense at
positions below the mounted position on the turbine hub.

Concerns about the
environmental impact of
the wind farm

The wind farm has been subject to detailed Environmental Impact Assessment
under the ®he Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland)
Regulations 2017 A The EIA process is designed to be iterative and helps inform
project design to identify opportunities to reduce, mitigate and compensate for
environmental effects (both positive and negative) and identify opportunities for
environmental enhancement.

Concerns about the safety
and design of the battery
storage element of the
project

Batteries used on site will be from m Global Tier 1 manufacturers and are likley to
utilise lithium -ion chemistry. They will be selected based on their performance,
safety standards, commitment to ethical sourcing and the ability to recycle the
materials at the end of life.

Concerns about the
potential noise impact of
the development

Noise impacts from the development both during construction and operation
(turbine noise) has been subject to detailed assessment under best practice
guidance. The assessment shows that the development will meet the relevant noise
limits at residential pr operties both individually and cumulatively with other wind
farm development in the area.

12
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7.1

7.1.1.

7.1.2.

7.1.3.

7.1.4.

Conclusion .

Concluding statement

From the project launch, the Applicant sought to engage and consult comprehensively with the local
community and relevant stakeholders to gather feedback on the proposals.

While not mandated by statute for a Section 36 planning application, the Applicant has actively
pursued and exceeded best practices in the community engagement and public consultation, as
evidenced by the two extensive rounds of public consultation

The Applicant extends sincere appreciation to those who participated in the in -person public

exhibitions, reviewed the proposals online, and provided valuable feedback via email and telephone.

The feedback received has been invaluable, directly influencing and shaping the projectA:
significant ways. In response to community feedback, the Applicant made revisions, including a

reduction in the number of turbines and setting them further away from key sensitive receptors

including residential propert ies. In addition, site infrastructure design has been considered carefully

to minimise the development impact on peat and sensitive habitats.

These modifications underscore the Applicant As commit m
responsive to |l ocal needs and priorities. By integratin
the Applicant has not only met regulatory requirements but also demonstrated a genuine

commitment to creating a development that reflects the concerns and values of the local community.
This collaborative approach has resulted in a scheme that is both environmentally and socially
considerate, highlighting the mean ingful impact of the consultation process on the final design



8. Appendices .

Appendix 1: Scoping Stakeholder Letter
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Force 9 Energy

St Marys Courl, The Broadway, Amersham, Buckinghamshire, HF7 QUT

tel:+44 (0)1494 582 093 vestas Eaggg‘?

21% February 2024

PROPOSED BALBLAIR WIND FARM
BALBLAIR ESTATE, WEST OF BONAR BRIDGE

I am writing to inform you that Force 9 Energy (F9), in partnership with Vestas, is exploring the potential of
developing a wind farm on land within the Balblair Estate, approximately 2km north-west of Bonar Bridge.

Our initial assessments for the site suggest it could accommodate a wind farm with energy storage, the
combined output of which will be in excess of SOMW. We have therefore submitted a request for a Scoping
Opinion to the Scottish Government’s Energy Consents Unit (ECU) for the proposed development.

The Scoping Request is seeking consultee feedback on the development proposals, the environmental topics
that will be addressed in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) which will accompany any subsequent
application for the development and the methodologies proposed to undertake these assessments.
Importantly, The Highland Council and other consultees, such as the local community, will have the
opportunity to engage in the process. Please note that the Scoping Request is not an application for consent.
After all the relevant environmental information has been assessed an application for consent will be made
at which point consultees will have the opportunity to make representations on the application.

F9 will be holding public exhibitions (details below) with further events proposed for later this year:

5% March 2024, in the Invershin Hall (IV27 4ET), between 12.00pm and 2.30pm
5% March 2024, in the Bonar Bridge Hall {(IV24 3EA), between 4,00pm and 8.00pm

Feedback from the consultation events will be used by F9, along with the various technical and environmental
studies undertaken as part of the consenting process, to help shape and inform the proposal going forward.

Alongside ourin-person events, a dedicated project website (www.balblairwindfarm.co.uk) has been created

and will be live from 5" March 2024. As well as being able to view the Scoping Request, the website will be
kept updated with information on the proposals, the latest exhibition materials, and importantly an
opportunity to provide comments via our online feedback form until 28'" March 2024,

Should you have any questions, or wish any further information, please do not hesitate to get in touch with
my colleague or via email at

Yours sincerely,
q s
-
P ngu,l, %::uwt -
Andrew Smith
Head of Planning and Development, Force 9 Energy

Force 9 Enengy Limited: St Marys Court, The Broadway, Amersham, Buckinghamshire, HP7 OUT - Company No. 13235842

LETTER TOCOUNCILLORS, MP AND MSPs
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Force 9 Energy

St Marys Court, The Broadway, Amersham, Buckinghamshire, HP7 0UT

tel:+44 (0)1494 582 093 VEStBS FORCE 9
» ENERGY

21% February 2024

Dear NN

PROPOSED BALBLAIR WIND FARM,
BALBLAIR ESTATE, WEST OF BONAR BRIDGE

Force 9 Energy (F9), in partnership with Vestas, would like to invite members of Lairg Community Council to
the first round of public exhibitions for the proposed Balblair Wind Farm, on land within the Balblair Estate,
approximately 2km north-west of Bonar Bridge. F9 will be holding public exhibitions (details below) with
further events proposed for later this year:

5% March 2024, in the Invershin Hall (IV27 4ET), between 12.00pm and 2.30pm
5% March 2024, in the Bonar Bridge Hall (IV24 3EA), between 4.00pm and 8.00pm

In addition to the above events, we would welcome the opportunity to meet with you to discuss the
proposals in further detail.

Our initial assessments for the site suggest it could accommodate a wind farm with energy storage, the
combined output of which will be in excess of SOMW. We have therefore submitted a request for a Scoping
Opinion to the Scottish Government’s Energy Consents Unit (ECU) for the proposed development.

Importantly, The Highland Council and other consultees, such as the Community Council, will have the
opportunity to engage in the process. Please note that the Scoping Requestis not an application for consent.
After all the relevant environmental information has been assessed an application for consent will be made
at which point consultees will have the opportunity to make representations on the application.

Alongside our in in person events, a dedicated project website has been created
(www.balblairwindfarm.co.uk), and will be live from 5" March. As well as being able to view the Scoping
Request, the website will be kept updated with information on the proposals, the latest exhibition materials,
and importantly an opportunity to provide comments via our online feedback form until 28" March 2024.

We would also welcome the opportunity to come and meet with you. Feedback from our discussions and
that obtained from the public exhibitions will be used by Force 9, alongside various technical and
environmental studies undertaken as part of the design process, to help shape and inform the proposals
going forward.

Should you have any questions, or wish any further information, please do not hesitate to get in touch with

my colleague (R o' vi2 ol o

Yours sincerely,

1 .

sl W

Andrew Smith

Head of Planning and Development, Force 9 Energy

Farce 8 Energy Limited: St Marys Court, The Broadway, Amersham, Buckinghamshire, HP7 OUT - Company No. 13236842

LETTER TOCOMMUNITY COUNCILS

CAVENDISH



Appendix 2: First Event Resident Invite
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Force 9 Energy

5t Marys Courl, The Broadway, Amearsham, Buckinghamshire, HF7 OUT

tel:+44 (0)1494 562 093 vestas Eﬂggg

21% February 2024

Dear Resident,

PROPOSED BALBLAIR WIND FARM
BALBLAIR ESTATE, WEST OF BONAR BRIDGE

| am writing to inform you that Force 9 Energy (F9), in partnership with Vestas, is exploring the potential of
developing a wind farm on land within the Balblair Estate, approximately 2km north-west of Bonar Bridge.

Our initial assessments for the site suggest it could accommodate a wind farm with energy storage, the
combined output of which will be in excess of 5S0MW. We have therefore submitted a request for a Scoping
Opinion to the Scottish Government’s Energy Consents Unit (ECU) for the proposed development.

The Scoping Request is seeking consultee feedback on the development proposals, the environmental topics
that will be addressed in the Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) which will accompany any subsequent
application for the development and the methodologies proposed to undertake these assessments.
Importantly, The Highland Council and other consultees, such as the local community, will have the
opportunity to engage in the process. Please note that the Scoping Requestis not an application for consent.
After all the relevant environmental information has been assessed an application for consent will be made
at which point consultees will have the opportunity to make representations on the application. We will keep
the community involved ateach step of the process.

F9 will be holding public exhibitions (details below) with further events proposed for later this year:

5% March 2024, in the Invershin Hall (IV27 4ET), between 12.00pm and 2.30pm
5% March 2024, in the Bonar Bridge Hall (IV24 3EA}, between 4.00pm and 8.00pm

Feedback from the consultation events will be used by F9, along with the various technical and environmental
studies undertaken as part of the consenting process, to help shape and inform the proposal going forward.

Alongside our in-person events, a dedicated project website (www.balblairwindfarm.co.uk) has been
created, and will be live from 5" March 2024. As well as being able to view the Scoping Request, the website
will be kept updated with information on the proposals, the latest exhibition materials, and importantly an
opportunity to provide comments via our online feedback form until 28™ March 2024.

Should you have any questions, or wish any further information, please do not hesitate to get in touch with

my colleag N o ix < 2 [

Yours sincerely,

| s
thugiss Guad

Andrew Smith
Head of Planning and Development, Force 9 Energy

Force 9 Energy Limited: St Marys Court, The Broadway, Amersham, Buckinghamshire, HP7 OUT - Company No, 13236842

CAVENDISH



Appendix 3: Letter Mailout Radius
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Appendix 4: Public Notice
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Public Notices

BALBLAIR WIND FARM
Force 9 Energy, in partnership with Vestas, is exploring
the potential of developing a wind farm located on

the Balblair Estate, 2km north-west of Bonar Bridge,
and invite you to attend one of the forthcoming public
exhibitions where you can view and comment on the
proposals.

At the exhibitions you will have the opportunity to view the
proposals, understand the survey work done to date and

the next steps for the project, as well as receive information
regarding community benefits from the proposed development.
Members of the project team will be on hand to discuss the
proposals and to answer any questions you may have

Force 9 and Vestas welcome comments and suggestions that
will help shape the design and layout of the proposed wind
farm. Feedback forms can be completed on the day, via the
dedicated project website (http: //www . balblairwindfarm.co.uk)
from Sth March, or returned as per the details below. Please
note that all feedback is due by 28th March.

For further information, please contact the project team via
email info@balblairwindfarm.co.uk. or in writing to Balblair,

c/o Cavendish, 1 West Regent Street, Glasgow, G2 1RW.

FORCE9 ;
el Vesias
Invershin, IV27 4ET

Tuesday Sth March 2024
12.00pm - 2.30pm

Rridne
o 1Q ¥

Bonar Bridge, IV24 3EA

Tuesday 5th March 2024
4.00pm - 8.00pm
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[ times.co.uk Northern Times 28

publicnotices

% Invershin, IV27 4ET

Tuesday Sth March 2024

FORCE 9 12005m - 230pm
EQRUE? Vesias 2000m - 230

Bonar Bridge, IV24 3EA

Tuesday 5th March 2024
4.00pm - 8.00pm

Force 9 Energy, in partnership with Vestas, is exploring the
potential of developing a wind farm located on the Balblair
Estate, 2km north-west of Bonar Bridge, and inv

one of the forthcoming public exhibitions where you can view
and comment on the proposals.

At the exhibitions you will have the opportunity to view the proposals,
understand the survey work done to date and the next steps for the project,
as well as receive information regarding community benefits from the
proposed development. Members of the project team will be on hand to
discuss the proposals and to answer any questions you may have.

Force 9 and Vestas welcome comments and suggestions that will help
shape the design and layout of the proposed wind farm. Feedback forms
can be completed on the day, via the dedicated project website
(http://www.balblairwindfarm.co.uk) from 5th March, or returned as

per the details below. Please note that all feedback is due by 28th March.

For further information, please contact the project team via email
info@balblairwindfarm.co.uk, or in writing to Balblair, c/o Cavendish,
1 West Regent Street, Glasgow, G2 1RW.
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Feedback Form

We would like to thank you for attending today’s Public Exhibition and viewing our proposals for the
Balblair Wind Farm.

It is wery important to us that the local community continues have an opportunity to provide feedback
that will help inform the design, construction, and operation of the proposed wind farm.

We would therefore appreciate your views and comments on the following:
1. Approximately how far do you live from the site?

[0 Within 2Zkm [0'Within Skm [0 Within 10km [ Beyond 10km

2. Did you find today’'s exhibition helpful and informative?
[¥es OMo 0 Mg, Opinion

3. Do you have any comments on the initial proposals that you have seen today?

4, If the wind farm is constructed, Community Benefit will be paid at the Scottish Government
recommended rate; currently at a value equivalent to £5,000 per Mega Watt of installed capacity,
for every year of operation. How would you like to see Community Benefit used? Are there any
specific projects in the local area which you would like to see receive Community Benefit?

CAVENDISH
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5. Do you have any other comments? For instance, any local information that can help inform the
environmental studies and assessments going forward?

Contact details:
MName:
Home address:
Emnail: Data:
SIBMIBTUINE. ot e
PLEASE LEAVE COMPLETED FORMS IN THE BOX PROVIDED.

we look forward to receiving your comments on our proposals today or, if you prefer, you can follow up with
commenits to: info@balblairwindfarm.co.uk or in writing to:

cavendish, 1 West Regent Street, Glasgow, G2 1RW
Pleass ensure your comments reach us by 28™ March 2024

Please note thot the doto provided in the feedback form is coflected and stored in fine with the EL Generol Dote Protection
Reguiotion (GOPR). Comments mode will be collected ond wsed by Force 8 Energy, not the consenting outhority.
Repressntotions to the consenting authority will s6ll be possible following the submission of o planning opplicotion. By
oroviding your detoils you are giving your consent to Force 9 Energy to process this dota.

21
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Thank you for visiting our exhibition for the proposed Balblair wind farm.

Vestas Development A/S and Force 9 Energy are committed to giving local people
the opportunity to feed back their views and suggestions directly to our project team,

at every stage of the development process.

Today's exhibition provides an early opportunity for you to hear about our initial
proposals for the wind farm and for us to listen to your views and take these into
account as we continue to develop the project.

Following this first public exhibition, we will review the feedback received, and in
conjunction with ongoing discussions with key stakeholders and consultees, plan
to host a second round of public events in later this year.

Site location

Vestas

Vestas is 2 global leader in sustainable energy
solutions, Vestas designs, manufactures, installs and
services wind turtines around the worid and has
celivered more than 177 GW of wind power cagacity
in 88 countries, which is estimated to have avoided
2.13 billion tornes of CO2 emissions. Since 2001
Vestas has been active in the United Kingdom and
empioys around 1,600 staff spanning technology,
manufacturing operations and maintenance, and
SUppOrt functions.

Vestas is funding the development and design of
this wind farm project and is committed 1 supplying
the wind turbines, managing project construction
and providing long-term operation and maintenance
services for the plant.

Foncey
ONERSY

Force 9 Energy Limited is a successful UK wind

farm developer committed to delivering high quality
renewable energy projectsin the UK. We have ofices
in Glasgow and Amersham in Buckinghamshire.

We are an experienced developer and choose potential
sites very carefully. We have successhully taken ten
Wind 7 projects through e planning process.

Six of these wind fanms are now fully operational.

Our operational and consented projects amount 10 a
total installed capacity of aver S0IMW, and we continue
1o seek new opportunities for sustainable wind farm
development

Our initial assessments for the site suggest it could
accommodate up to 9 turbines, with an energy
storage system. As the combined output capacity
would be over SOMW, the Scattish Government's
Energy Consents Unit (ECU) will determine the
application for consent. with the Hightand Council
a statutory consultee.

In February 2024 we submitted 3 Scoping Request
1o the ECU. The Scoping Request seeks consultee
feedback on the development proposals and seeks
to agree the environmental topics that will be
addressed in the Environmental Impact Assessment
(EIA) which will accompany any future application
for the development.

Turbine locations

CAVENDISH
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This lustrates the maximum theoretical area of visibility of the proposed wind farm based on topography.

it should be noted that although ZTVs indicate theoretical visibllity, the actual visibility of the proposed wind farm
can be very dfferent. ZTVs are based on Ordnance Survey digital informaton of landtorm (Le. hills, valieys and
mountains in the area). They do not take into consideration features such as trees, shrubs, buildings or any other
physical structures or vegetation.

A more accurate portrayal of the actual visual Impactof the development Is shown through the production and
analysis of wirelines and photomontages and the assessment of landscape and visual effectis undertaken in
the feld.

If youwish to discuss or view visibility of the wind farm from a particular location please do not hesitate 1o speak
10 a member of the project ®am and we will be happy to assist

Indicative Zone of Theoretical Visibility

23
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As part of the development p
Assessment (‘EIA'). The EIA will
wide range of asp

we have imissioned an Environmental Impact
ider the i ts of the wind farm on a
cts of the environment and will help inform pro ign.

The EIA will accompany the application for consent for the wind farm and its scope will be agreed with the Scottish
Government and its agencies (e.g. Nature Scot, Scottish Environment Protection Agency and Historic Environment
Scotand) through the scoping process. The EIA work is being undertaken by independent experts who are
professionally qualified in their various fields.

The final numberand locations of wind turbines will be determined by constraints identified during the EIA and,
importantly, by public and stakeholder consultation.

The potential impacts, which will be examined as part of the EIA for Balblair Wind Farm, include:

Landscape and Visual

A comprehensive assessment is being undertaken to ecamine the impacts of the proposal an the character and
appearance of the surrounding landscape, views from residential properties and recreational areas, as well as
public rights of way and transport routes, We are also carefully considering cumulative landscape and visual
effects. Areas within 45km of the proposed development have been taken into account in scoping its visual
effects and the landscape context.

Nois

Strict guidelines exist concerning noise emissions from wind turbines and the final design of the wind farm
will take full account of these guidelines. The potential noise effects to be considered include construction
traffic noise along the public road, construction plant on the wind farm site, as well as from the wind wrbines
and substation ance these are operational.

Ecology and Ornitholoc
Surveys have been undertaken to establish the bird and animal species which use the habitats on and around the
site. The effects of the windfarm on these species will be considered in detail and habitat management plans will
be putin place, where required, to help enhance the environment for these species.

Geology, Hydr and Peat

Surveys of the site will be undertaken to establish where sensitive water features are located, including areas
of deep peat etc. Our turbines and access roads will avoid such areas.

Archaeological and Cultural Heritage

Archaeological and cultural heritage assets on and close to the site will be visited to establish what effect (if any)
the wingtiarm will have on them, or their setting.

Traffic and Trans

Consultants will underta ke a traffic survey in the area to establish what effect the introduction of windfarm
construction traffic would have upon the local road network. Proposals will then be set out as 1o how best
to minimise disruptien for local people, particularly at busy times of the day.

WWW.ba
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Aside from its wider socio-economic and environmental benefits wind power
is compatib ith other land uses and can provide a boost for rural i
diversification.

Vestasand Force ¢ Energy are committed 1o giving local businesses every possible opportunity 1o share in the:
financial and employment benefits of the construction and operation of the Balblairwind farm. If constructed,
Balblair will offer opportunities for local busir such asac providers, hire companies, fencing
contractors, tradesmen and machinery plant owners. If you are part of a local business, please contact us and we
will register your interest and keep you informed about valuable opportunities for local businesses conrected with
the wind farm.

Community Benefit

Vestas is committed to paying Community Benefit at the prevailing Scottish Govemment recommended rate:
currently at a value equivalent to £5,000 per Mega Watt of installed capacity, for every year of operation
(anticipated to be 30 years) to help fund community projects. For illustrative purposes, ifa 40 MW wind fam is
constructed, this would be worth £200k per year (index linked) for local communities, for each year of operation -
a total of up to £6 million over the project's lifetime.

These Community Benefit funds would be administered by a trust or similar body in which local people would
serve as the trustees. The funds would be available for a variety of local good causes and, subject to certain
guidelines, it would be up to the Trustees as to how best to distribute the available funds.

Wind P
As Scotland aims to reach Net Zera by 2045, demand for electricity is expected to increase signihcantly. To ensure
that Scotland is able to meet this heightened demand using clean, renewable energy, the Scottish Government
has set ambitious targets to more than double the nation's onshore wind generating capacity from 9 3GW (current
installed capacity) to 20GW by 2030. As enshore wind farms are the lowest cost way to generate renewable
electricity, developments such as the proposed Balblair wind fam will play a key role in Scotland's transition 1

a netzero society. |n addition to the enviranmental benefts, the onshore wind iAUSIry SUPPOrts a sUpply chain
across the country which employs close to 9,000 people, and brings benefits to Scottand in the form of investment
and skill development.

land

www.balblairwindfarm.
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Piease 1ake the time © complet the feedback forms provided, 1o et us know your views on he proposals and

o provide any comments that you may have. As the design evolves, and responds to key constraints and issues
raised, we intend to hold a further round of consuitation to give you a further opporturity to give us your thoughts
about the emering proposals.

Ityou have any further questions regarding any aspect of the proposals, please contact us via the details below:

Fobruary 2024 Mid 2024 2m7
Srvssionof Scoping
faquest b ECU

WWW
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Appendix 7: Visualisations

Legent
For Display Purpcses only.

Photomontage taken from grd reference
264191, 335646, approximately 2.4 km o

the east of the proposed Development, wih
* 3 655 cagres horzonta =id of view.

PHOTOMONTAGE VIEW FROM MINOR ROAD, DROCHAID NA H-UIDH
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<he south of e proposed Development,
With 3 65.5 degres horizontal leid of view.

PHOTOMONTAGE VIEW FROM BONAR BRIDGE
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Legena
For Dispiay Puposes cny.

sk o graeteence
SEERE T ey S
nescun o e

proposed
Win 3 65.5 dagree horzonia fled of i,

PHOTOMONTAGE VIEW FROM ARDGAY
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For Dispiay Purposes only.
‘Photomontage taken from grd reference
251388, 539542, Ipprowmalery 9.5 km o e
107 west of M proposed Deveicpment, win 3
65.5 degre horzontl fled of view.

PHOTOMONTAGE VIEW FROM AUCHINTOUL
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For Dispiay Purposes cnly.
Shotomontage taken from grd reference

s | 265253 885786, approximately 11.3 kmto e

‘soum east of Me proposed Development, with 3
65.5 degree horzonal led o view.

RSK ﬁmmg Vestas

TME: Viewpoit 10
‘Strule Viewpoint on the BI176.

PHOTOMONTAGE VIEW FROM STRUIE VIEWPOINT, B9176
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Appendix 8: Second Event Stakeholder Letter

- I, |
Force 9 Energy

St Marys Court, The Broadway, Amersham, Buckinghamshire, HP7 0UT

tel:+44 (0)1494 582 093 VE st a FORclé 9
» ENERGY

30" August 2024

Dea

PROPOSED BALBLAIR WIND FARM
BALBLAIR ESTATE, WEST OF BONAR BRIDGE

| am writing to provide an update on Vestas and Force 9 Energy’s proposals for a wind farm on land within
the Balblair Estate, West of Bonar Bridge, and toinvite you to our second public consultation events on 17th
September 2024 at the Invershin Hall, between 12pm and 2.30pm, and the Bonar Bridge Hall, between
4pm and 8pm.

At the first consultation events in March 2024, the proposals for Balblair Wind Farm were introduced, which
included nine turbines with an energy storage facility.

Following the first consultation events, the proposals have been revised to address the feedback from the
community and consultees. The updated proposals, now features eight turbines with an energy storage
facility and a layout designed to minimise environmental impacts while maximising energy generation
through innovative solutions.

The development represents a significant investment in the local area for Vestas, who plan to service the
project from their existing service centre in Inverness. It will also provide employment opportunities within
the supply chain, as well as a community fund to support local projects and initiatives.

More information on this will be available at our upcoming events, hosted on 17" September 2024 (details
below), offering an opportunity for members of the community to view the updated proposals and provide
further feedback to the project team:

17t September 2024, in the Invershin Hall (IV27 4ET), between 12.00pm and 2.30pm
17% September 2024, in the Bonar Bridge Hall (1V24 3EA), between 4.00pm and 8.00pm

Feedback from the consultation events will be used by Vestas and F9, along with various technical and
environmental studies undertaken as part of the consultation process, to help shape and inform the final
application for consent.

Alongside our in-person events, a dedicated project website (www.balblairwindfarm.co.uk) has been
created. The website will be updated with information on the proposals, the latest exhibition materials, and
importantly an opportunity to provide comments via our online feedback form until 11'" October 2024.

We would be delighted to arrange a time to provide a more detailed briefing on our updated proposals. To
arrange a meeting, of if you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with my colleague

I o vio email ot

Yours sincerely,

‘ o i
H,'_lem, S

Andrew Smith,
Head of Planning and Development, Force 9 Energy

Force 9 Energy Limited: St Marys Court, The Broadway, Amersham, Buckinghamshire, HP7 OUT - Company No, 13236842

LETTER SENT TOM P, MSPs AND COUNCILLORS
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Force 9 Energy

St Marys Court, The Broadway, Amersham, Buckinghamshire, HP7 0UT

tel:+44 (0) 1494 582 093 vestas FORCE 9

ENERGY

30" August 2024

PROPOSED BALBLAIR WIND FARM
BALBLAIR ESTATE, WEST OF BONAR BRIDGE

I am writing to provide an update on Vestas and Force 9 Energy’s proposals for a wind farm on land within the
Balblair Estate, West of Bonar Bridge, and to invite you to our second public consultation events on 17th
September 2024 at the Invershin Hall, between 12pm and 2.30pm, and the Bonar Bridge Hall, between 4pm
and 8pm.

At the first consultation events in March 2024, the proposals for Balblair Wind Farm were introduced, which
included nine turbines with an energy storage facility.

Following the first consultation events, the proposals have been revised to address the feedback from the
community and consultees. The updated proposals, now features eight turbines with an energy storage facility
and a layout designed to minimise environmental impacts while maximising energy generation through
innovative solutions.

The development represents a significant investment in the local area for Vestas, who plan to service the
project from their existing service centre in Inverness. It will also provide employment opportunities within
the supply chain, as well as a community fund to support local projects and initiatives.

More information on this will be available at our upcoming events, hosted on 17'" September 2024 (details
below), offering an opportunity for members of the community to view the updated proposals and provide
further feedback to the project team:

17th September, 2024, in the Invershin Hall (IV27 4ET), between 12.00pm and 2.30pm
17" September 2024, in the Bonar Bridge Hall (1V24 3EA), between 4.00pm and 8.00pm

Feedback from the consultation events will be used by Vestas and F9, along with various technical and
environmental studies undertaken as part of the consultation process, to help shape and inform the final
application for consent.

Alongside our in-person events, a dedicated project website (www.balblairwindfarm.co.uk) has been created.
The website will be updated with information on the proposals, the latest exhibition materials, and
importantly an opportunity to provide comments via our online feedback form until 11" October 2024.

We would also welcome the opportunity to come and meet with you. To arrange a meeting, or if you have

any questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with my colleague _r via

Yours sincerely,

‘ -
L?’\'.E,l W /-

Andrew Smith,
Head of Planning and Development, Force 9 Energy

Force 9 Energy Limited: St Marys Court, The Broadway, Amersham, Buckinghamshire, HPT OUT - Company No. 13235842

LETTERSENT TO COMMUNITY COUNCILS

CAVENDISH



Appendix 9: Resident Letter
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. 1]
Force 9 Energy

81 Marys Courl, The Broadway, Amersham, Buckinghamshire, HF7 QUT

tel:+44 (0)1494 562 093 Vestas EaEﬁg;

30" August 2024
Dear Resident,

PROPOSED BALBLAIR WIND FARM
BALBLAIR ESTATE, WEST OF BONAR BRIDGE

I am writing to provide an update on Vestas and Force 9 Energy’s proposals for a wind farm on land within the
Balblair Estate, West of Bonar Bridge, and to invite you to our second public consultation events on 17" September
2024 at the Invershin Hall, between 12pm and 2.30pm, and the Bonar Bridge Hall, between 4pm and 8pm,

At the first consultation events in March 2024, the proposals for Balblair Wind Farm were introduced, which
included nine turbines with an energy storage facility.

Following the first consultation events, the proposals have been revised to address the feedback from the
community and consultees. The updated proposals now features eight turbines with an energy storage facility and
a layout designed to minimise environmental impacts while maximising energy generation through innovative
solutions.

The development represents a significant investment in the local area for Vestas, who plan to service the project
from their existing service centre in Inverness. It will also provide employment opportunities within the supply
chain, as well as a community fund to support local projects and initiatives.

More information on this will be available at our upcoming events, hosted on 17'" September 2024 (details below),
offering an opportunity for members of the community to view the updated proposals and provide further
feedback to the project team:

17'" Se ptember, 2024, in the Invershin Hall (IV27 4ET), between 12.00pm and 2.30pm
17™ September 2024, in the Bonar Bridge Hall (IV24 3EA), between 4.00pm and 8.00pm

Feedback from the consultation events will be used by Vestas and F9, along with various technical and
environmental studies undertaken as part of the consultation process, to help shape and inform the final
application for consent.

Alongside our in-person events, a dedicated project website (www. balblairwindfarm.co.uk) has been created. The
website will be updated with information on the proposals, the latest exhibition materials, and importantly an
opportunity to provide comments via our online feedback form until 11" October 2024.

Should you have any questions, or wish any further information, please do not hesitate to get in touch with my
colleague I - < -t [

Yours sincerely,

= g/
bt G/

Andrew Smith,
Head of Planning and Development, Force 9 Energy

Force 9 Enengy Limitec: StMarys Court, The Broadway, Amersham, Buckinghamshire, HR7 OUT - Company Mo, 13236842
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Appendix 10: Public Notice

T rrepTesTTETOTS
is available from the Traffic

There will ailso be a further opportunity to make
Commissioner's office.

representations to The Highland Council following the
submission of a planning application.

Public Notices

BALBLAIR WIND FARM

FORCEY VEs[as.

3

[ ENERGY i

3

Force 9 Energy, in partnership with Vestas, is exploring the 15

potential of developing a wind farm located on the Balblair f

Estate, 2km north-west of Bonar Bridge, and invite you to 9

attend the second round of public exhibitions where you asf
can view and comment on the updated proposals. Invershin Village Hall

Invershin, IV27 4ET

Tuesday 17th September 2024

12.00pm -~ 2.30pm l

B(

- 4 fillage Hall P

pl - t e Village H =

o Sweew balblamwindizrmco ukl from 17th Septe er, or returned as B Bridae. IV24 3EA cll

the details below. Please note that all feedback is due by 11th October. ey - iny

tig

For further Informstio se contact the project team via email Tuesday 17th September 2024 si
info@halblairwindfarm.co.uk. or in writing to Balblair, c/o Cavendish, 4.00pm - 8.00pm c
220 St Vincent Street, Glasgow, G2 5SG. in

S "'dd‘j w l
mining aut!
ef
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