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Introduction

The Applicant is submitting a Revised Proposed Development reducing the total number
of turbines from 8 to 7, with reduction in maximum tip height of some of the retained
turbines with the purpose of addressing the landscape concerns presented by consultees.
Refer to Al Report Chapter 2: The Revised Proposed Development and Vol 2
Chapter 2 of the EIA Report for the detailed description of the revised turbine and
infrastructure layout, and to Al Figure 2.1 which shows a plan of the Revised Proposed
Development.

A summary of predicted residual effects upon receptors along the proposed transport
routes based on the parameters of the EIA Proposed Development was presented in
Table 12.23 of Chapter 12: Traffic and Movement of Vol 2 of the EIA Report. EIA
Chapter 12: Traffic and Movement conclude the following predicted effects:

e The Proposed Development will lead to increased traffic volumes on the study area
road network during the construction phase. This increase will be temporary and
will only occur during the construction phase.

o An assessment of likely effect using IEMA guidelines has been undertaken. Prior
to the implementation of mitigation, Moderate and significant effect could be
expected upon users on the A836, Moderate and significant effect could be
expected to be experienced by users along the A949, Moderate and significant
effect could be expected by residents along the A949 specifically Bonar Bridge
while a Minor and not significant effect could be expected to be experienced by
residents along the A836, specifically Bonar Bridge.

o With the implementation of appropriate mitigation, a Construction Traffic
Management Plan (CTMP), no significant long lasting residual effects are
anticipated in respect of traffic and transport issues. The residual effects on users
of the A949 and A836 are assessed to be Minor and not significant and the
residual effects on residents along the A949 and A836 are assessed to be Minor
and not significant.

This chapter considers changes to potential effects based on the agreed assessment
methodology as reported in the EIA Report submitted in March 2025. The original EIA
assessment methodology considered effects associated with the construction phase
generated traffic movements on sensitive receptors only. Operational and
decommissioning effects were scoped out of the assessment.

Potential Effects

Revised Layout

It is not predicted that the Revised Layout would cause any different effects upon any of
the receptors along the proposed transport routes during the construction phase to those
predicted in Chapter 12: Traffic and Movement of the EIA Report. The impact of the
Revised Layout on identified receptors resulting from the Revised Proposed
Development would be a decrease in total traffic volumes predicted, related to the
removal of one turbine (and material quantities for the associated onsite infrastructure
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such as access track, hardstanding and mass reinforced concrete foundation) and
alteration of the tip heights of some of the remaining turbines. The predicted effects
presented in the EIA Report already consider a “worst-case” scenario; this change in
traffic volume compared to the baseline is not substantial enough to change the
conclusions and effects presented in the EIA Report.

Grid Connection

Technical Appendix 2.1: Grid Connection Additional Information, considers the likely
significant environmental effects of the proposed grid point of connection and associated
cable route, insofar as they solely serve the Proposed Development, in combination with
the Revised Proposed Development. The Technical Appendix provides a high-level
environmental assessment of effects arising from an indicative grid connection, including
Traffic and Movement effects.

Due to the nature, design and rate of installation of the cable, it is anticipated that vehicle
movements at any one location would be limited to three or four visits per day in each
work area over the course of the installation programme during the Revised Proposed
Development construction which would not lead to any noticeable increase in traffic
volumes on the surrounding road network, albeit there would be a slight change in traffic
composition because of HGVs delivering materials and equipment for the underground
cable. These traffic movements may interact with the traffic generated by the construction
of the Proposed Development, but the limited number of additional movements will not
create a noticeable effect above the effects reported in the EIA for wind farm construction.
Delays to other road users will occur due to the proposed installation of the cable in either
the road verge or road carriageway and the temporary traffic management required for
the moving works area. However, these are not anticipated to be significant. The overall
effects including residual effects to road users and residents is assessed to be Minor and
not significant both in isolation and cumulatively with the main construction programme
works.

Summary and Conclusions

As a result of no expected change or additional effect being predicted, the overarching
conclusion for Traffic and Movement remains that with the implementation of appropriate
design mitigation, the residual effects of the Revised Proposed Development on users of
the A949 and A836 are assessed to be Minor and not significant and the residual effects
on residents along the A949 and A836 are assessed to be Minor and not significant.
The summary of effects is presented below in Table 12.1: Summary of effects.

As the effects would occur during the construction phase only, they are temporary and
reversible.
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Table 12.1: Summary of effects

Topic / Receptor

EIA - Significance of Residual
Effect

Al - Resulting Significance of
Residual Effect.

Evaluation

Construction, grid connection
installation and decommissioning
effect on Users of the A836 and
A949

Moderate and significant.

Construction, grid connection
installation and decommissioning
effect on Residents along the A836
and A949

Minor and not significant (A836
Bonar Bridge).

Moderate and significant (A949).

Reduction in the total number of
turbines, reduction of maximum
blade tip height of some of the
retained turbines

Minor and not significant.

Minor and not significant.

UNCHANGED.

However, due to the Al Layout
having fewer turbines, there would
be a reduction in traffic volumes.
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