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8 ECOLOGY 

8.1 Methodology 

8.1.1 The assessment methodology remains unchanged as presented in EIA Report Volume 

2 Chapter 8. 

8.2 Predicted Effects 

8.2.1 No effects as concluded in EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter 8 are considered to change 

as a result of the amendments; the tip height amendments have no effect on the 

assessment, and there is very limited physical changes proposed in terms of reduction of 

a hardstanding.  

8.2.2 There are not considered to be any additional likely ecological impacts as a result of the 

amendments. Habitat loss would be marginally reduced on blanket bog and wet heath 

from the removal of one wind turbine, therefore the assessment of impacts on ecology as 

set out in EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter 8 remains an assessment of the worst case 

scenario. 

8.3 Conclusion 

8.3.1 It is concluded that the amendments to the layout of the Revised Proposed Development 

do not alter the conclusions drawn in EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter 8 with regards to 

ecological effects (significant, residual or cumulative).  

8.3.2 The removal of T7 will result in a minor reduction in overall habitat loss, while other 

infrastructure and operational effects remain unchanged. Overall, the Revised Proposed 

Development does not introduce any new or materially different effects on Ecology. 

8.3.3 Furthermore, as discussed in Technical Appendix 2.1: Grid Connection Additional 

Information, there is no likely increase in significance when the indicative grid connection 

route is considered together with wind farm construction, operation and 

decommissioning. 

8.4 Summary of Effects 

8.4.1 The predicted levels of significance of effect are unchanged for all Important Ecological 

Features (IEFs) as shown in Table 8.1. 
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Table 8.1: Summary of effects 

Topic / Receptor EIA Report – Significance 
of Residual Effect 

Change AI Report - Resulting Significance 
of Residual Effect 

Evaluation 

Construction Phase 

 

Blanket Bog and Wet 
Modified Bog 

Minor adverse and  

Not Significant in the  

short-term. 

No change Minor adverse and  

Not Significant in the  

short-term. 

No change 

Wet dwarf shrub heath Minor adverse and  

Not Significant in the  

short-term 

No change Minor adverse and  

Not Significant in the  

short-term. 

No change 

Operational Phase 

Blanket Bog and Wet 
Modified Bog 

Moderate beneficial  

and Significant in the  

long-term. 

No change Moderate beneficial  

and Significant in the  

long-term. 

No change 

Wet dwarf shrub heath Moderate beneficial  

and Significant in the  

long-term. 

No change Moderate beneficial  

and Significant in the  

long-term. 

No change 

Decommissioning Phase 

None identified. Generally, as for Construction (or less). No further direct or indirect habitat losses; potential net positive effect on 
habitats after Site restoration. No change for Revised Layout. 

Cumulative Phase 

Blanket Bog and Wet 
Modified Bog 

Negligible-Minor  

beneficial and Not  

Significant 

No change Negligible-Minor beneficial and Not 
Significant 

No change 

Wet dwarf shrub heath Negligible-Minor  

beneficial and Not  

Significant 

No change Negligible-Minor beneficial and Not 
Significant 

No change 

 


