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INTRODUCTION AND APPROACH TO THE
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION

Background

On 14 March 2025, Wind Power North Two Limited (the Applicant) submitted an
application to the Energy Consents Unit (ECU) (case reference: ECU00005055) of the
Scottish Government under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 (and seeking deemed
planning permission pursuant to Section 58(2) of the Town and Country Planning
(Scotland) Act 1997) in respect of the proposed Balblair Wind Farm, to be located in The
Highland Council area. The application sought consent for a proposed wind farm
comprising of up to 8 turbines with a maximum blade tip height of 180m (for six of the
turbines) and 200m (for two of the turbines) along with associated infrastructure and is
hereafter referred to as ‘the Proposed Development'.

The application was accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIA
Report) prepared in accordance with the Electricity Works (Environmental Impact
Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 (the EIA Regulations) which provided the
assessment of likely significant environmental effects of the Proposed Development. It
included 14 chapters with figures, visualisations and technical appendices, setting out the
findings of the environmental impact assessment (EIA) carried out.

Since the submission of the application for consent, consultation responses have been
received from stakeholders and discussions have been held with the ECU, NatureScot
and Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA), among others, regarding aspects
of the Proposed Development. In light of the consultation responses and subsequent
discussions, the Applicant proposes to amend the design of the Proposed Development
to reduce the number of turbines and reduce the height of 3 of the proposed turbines.
The proposal now is for a windfarm with 7 turbines, with a maximum blade tip height of
149.9m (for three of the turbines), 180m (for two of the turbines) and 200m (for two of the
turbines)with a battery energy storage system together having a combined installed
capacity of up to 66MW and ancillary infrastructure. There are no proposed changes to
the ancillary infrastructure other than the foundation and crane pad associated with the
turbine removed from the proposal. The amended Proposed Development is referred to
hereinafter as the Revised Proposed Development

Further, since the application was submitted, the Court of Session issued a judicial review
decision under section 239 of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997
(Raeshaw Farms Limited v Scottish Ministers and Energiekontor UK Ltd [2026] CSIH 10)
regarding the Wull Muir Wind Farm'. The challenge focused on whether planning
permission for Wull Muir Wind Farm had been lawfully issued given that the proposed
grid connection was neither included within the planning application nor assessed as part
of the environmental impact process. The central issue before the Court was whether
the wind farm and its grid connection should be treated as a single project for the
purposes of environmental impact assessment. A further issue arose as to whether the

" Available at: https://www.scotcourts.gov.uk/media/t4eds4lr/2026csih10-raeshaw-farms-limited-against-scottish-

ministers-and-another.pdf [accessed April 2026]
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1.2

1.2.1

1.2.2

1.3

1.3.1

Reporter’s consideration of that question was adequately reasoned and fact-specific. In
addition to reflecting amendments to the design of the Proposed Development, this
document also addresses the implications of the Wull Muir judgment in the context of the
Proposed Development.

Purpose and Approach to the Al Report

RSK has prepared this Additional Information (Al) on behalf of the Applicant, with
collaboration from authors of the original technical chapters of EIA Report for the project.
It includes information relating to the likely significant effects of the Revised Proposed
Development. This Al will be published in accordance with Regulation 20 of the EIA
Regulations. The Revised Proposed Development is described within chapter 2 of this Al
Report.

This document considers the difference between the environmental effects assessed in
the EIA Report and describes the changes to likely significant effects of the Revised
Proposed Development. Given the nature of updated information, not all chapters of the
EIA Report require to be updated. Where a factor of the EIA has not been addressed in
this Al Report, it is to be considered that the assessment presented in the respective EIA
document is unchanged and remains valid. The document also provides an assessment
of potential effects of the proposed grid connection for the Proposed Development.

Structure of the Al

The Al and EIAR are intended to be read together as a single document. The findings of
effects and likely significant effects in the original EAIR are not considered to have
changed unless otherwise reported in this Al document. The assessments, only contain
the information which has required new or revised assessment. Al technical Chapter
numbers align with their corresponding EIA chapter, giving the impression of gaps within
the Al Report. Where a chapter number is not present in the Al, it should be considered
as the EIA chapter remaining valid, Table 1.1 below presents the equivalence of each Al
chapter with the chapter in the EIA Report.

Table 1.1 Al Report equivalence to EIA Report

Al Report (this S$36 application documents Description of relation between EIA
document) (March 2025) Report and Al Report

Al Report— NTS (Al EIA Report Volume 1- Non- The Al NTS is focused on the Al Report
NTS) suplementary Technical Summary (EIA NTS) | and provides a summary of the Revised
document Proposed Development and overview of

the assessment of the effects compared
to those reported in the EIA NTS,
written in a non-technical language.

Al Report Volume 1 EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter | The chapters presented in Volume 2 of
Chapter 1, 2, 3 and 4 1,2,3and 4 the Al Report should be read in

Al Report Volume 1 EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter
Chapter 6 Landscape 6 Landscape and Visual /
and Visual CLVIA

conjunction with the corresponding
chapters of Volume 2 of the EIA Report.
Al chapters refer to the EIA report as

necessary.
Al Report Volume 1 EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter
Chapter 7 Ornithology | 7 Ornithology
Wind Power North Two Limited 1-2
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Al Report (this
document)

Al Report Volume 1
Chapter 8 Ecology

S$36 application documents
(March 2025)

EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter
8 Ecology

Al Report Volume 1
Chapter 9 Geology,
Hydrology,
Hydrogeology and
Peat

EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter
9 Geology, Hydrology,
Hydrogeology and Peat

Al Report Volume 1
Chapter 10 Cultural
Heritage

EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter
10 Cultural Heritage

Al Report Volume 1
Chapter 11 Climate
change

EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter
11 Climate change (carbon
balance)

Al Report Volume 1
Chapter 12 Traffic and
Movement

EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter
12 Traffic and Transport

Al Report Volume 1
Chapter 13 Noise

EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter
13 Noise

Al Report Volume 1
Chapter 14 Other
Issues

EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter
14 Other Issues

Al Report Volume 1
Chapter 12 Schedule

EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter
15 Schedule of Environmental

Description of relation between EIA
Report and Al Report

of mitigation Commitments (Mitigation)
Al Report Volume 2: EIA Report Volume 3 Figures and visualisations that have
Figures and superseded the EIA Report ones. It also

Visualisations

provides additional figures

Al Report Volume 3:
Technical Appendices

EIA Report Volume 4

Technical appendices that have
superseded the EIA Report ones. It also
provides additional Technical
Appendices

1.4

Terminology

1.4.1

Terminology and Technical Competency

To ensure clarity and consistency throughout the Al Report the terms and definitions

presented in Table 1.2 are used throughout all volumes of the Al Report in addition to the
terminology set out in the EIA Report at 1.7 of Chapter 1.

Table 1.2 Terminology

Term ‘ Definition

Al Additional Information

Al Report

Additional Information Report
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1.4.2

1.5

1.51

1.5.2

1.5.3

154

1.5.5

Term ‘ Definition

EIA Layout The proposed layout as described within the EIA Report (2025)

Revised Layout The revised layout as described within the Al Report

Revised Proposed

Development The proposed development as described in the Al Report.

Grid Connection The likely grid connection for the Revised Proposed Development

Technical Competency

This Al Report has been prepared by the same technical team responsible for the
preparation of the EIA Report and S36 application. Refer to Volume 2, Chapter 1 of the
EIA Report for the qualifications and experience of the project team.

EIA Process and Methodology

The methodologies for the technical assessments undertaken in this Al, remain the same
as those documented in the EIA Report, and as such, remain consistent with the
requirements of the EIA Regulations and relevant best practice guidance. Where there
have been changes these have been detailed within the respective technical chapter.

Baseline Conditions

The baseline and future baseline are predominantly the same as described in the EIA
Report. Where there have been changes, these have been detailed within the respective
technical chapter. There have been no changes to the Site and its intended future use,
therefore the information included in the EIA Report can be relied on.

As the Revised Layout has been led by considerations in respect of landscape and visual
effects, changes have been reviewed across all technical disciplines to avoid any
potentially increasing adverse effects relative to the original EIA Layout. As such, the
potential impacts and important features / receptors examined within the Al Report are
the same as those examined in the various chapters of the EIA Report. This Al Report
has been prepared to understand whether any additional or changed significant effects
are predicted compared to those predicted in the EIA Report. The findings have been
summarised in the AI NTS and in Al Volume 1 Chapter 14, Schedule of Mitigation.

Data Collection and Survey

No further surveys were required to be undertaken by the remaining technical disciplines
and the existing data established from previous survey efforts remain valid and reliable.

Cumulative Position

The cumulative position of the Revised Proposed Development has been considered as
described by all technical authors within their review of the changes as presented in this
Al Report.
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Limitation and Assumptions

1.5.6 As stated in the EIA Report the assessment for the Al has taken a precautionary approach
in the assumptions made so that a reasonable ‘worst-case’ scenario is assessed.
1.5.7  Any limitations or assumptions adopted for this Al are reported in each of the relevant
technical chapters.
1.6  Administrative Notices
Current Public Notice and Consultation
1.6.1 This Al is advertised in newspapers locally, the Press and Journal and The Northern
Times; and The Edinburgh Gazette, in accordance with the Electricity Act (Applications
for Consent) Regulations 1990 (as amended) and the Electricity Works (Environmental
Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and the public notice is published on
the Applicant’s project website in addition to being made publicly available through the
ECU Portal.
Availability of the Al Report
1.6.2 Copies of the Al documents are available for public inspection and download, free of
charge on the project website: website https://balblairwindfarm.co.uk/ and on the Scottish
Government’'s Energy Consents Unit website www.energyconsents.scot under
application reference ECU00005055.
1.6.3 Copies of the application documents, including this Al Report, are also available for public
inspection by appointment at the offices of the local planning authority, The Highland
Council, at Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX by emailing SPT@highland.gov.uk;
and at:
Location Opening Hours Address
Bonar Bridge Mon - 10:00 - 12:30; 14:30 - 17:00 Carnegie Library West End,
Library Tue - 10:00 - 12:30 Bonar Bridge, 1V24 3EA.
Wed - 10:00 - 12:30
Thur - 10:00 - 12:30; 16:30 - 19:00
Fri - 10:00 - 12:30
Sat - Closed
Sun - Closed
1.64 For copies of this Al Report, a charge of £15 will be made for a full electronic copy on
memory stick (USB copy). Hard copies can be made available for a £500 charge.
1.6.5 Requests for copies should be made to:
1.6.6 BalblairWindFarm@rsk.co.uk
Wind Power North Two Limited 1-5
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1.6.7

Representations

Any representation on this Al should be made directly to the Scottish Government Energy

Consents Unit:

Energy Consents Unit,

Scottish Government,

4th Floor 5 Atlantic Quay,

150 Broomielaw,

Glasgow G2 8LU

Email: representations@gov.scot

Web: www.energyconsents.scot/Register.aspx
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2 THE REVISED PROPOSED
DEVELOPMENT

2.1 Introduction

211 The Proposed Development, as proposed within the material submitted in support of the
S36 Application, comprised of up to 8 wind turbines with six having a maximum blade tip
height of 180 m and the remaining two having a maximum blade tip height of 200 m;
substation, a battery energy storage system (BESS) and associated ancillary
infrastructure. However, following consideration of all consultation responses received
post submission of the Application, the Applicant has reviewed and reconsidered the
Proposed Development Layout taking advice from the technical team. A Revised
Proposed Development is therefore the subject of this Al.

2.2 Description of the Revised Proposed Development

2.2.1 The Revised Proposed Development consists of up to 7 wind turbines. It is proposed to
remove turbine 07 including its crane pad and temporary hard stands from the layout.
Furthermore it is proposed to reduce the maximum blade tip height of turbines 05, 06 and
08 to 149.9 m.

222 In the Revised Layout presented herein, Turbine 08 has been renumbered as 07, so that
numbers are consecutive and reflects the number of turbines proposed.

2.2.3 Every other aspect of the Revised Proposed Development and associated infrastructure
remains unaltered from the Proposed Development presented in the EIA Report,
including, ancillary infrastructure, BESS and substation.

2.24  The position of the 7 remaining turbines which form the basis of the Revised Proposed
Development is unaltered from the layout set out in the EIA Report, and areas of access
track remain unaltered. Although having a reduced number of turbines translates into a
reduced energy generation capacity from the wind turbines, the generation capacity of
the Revised Proposed Development would still be in excess of 50MW due to retention of
the proposed battery storage element of the overall development.

225 The Revised Proposed Development is presented in Al Figure 2.1 and the original
Proposed Development is set out in EIAR Figure 2.1 for comparison.

2.3 Design Drivers

2.3.1 A set of drivers was identified to guide the design review process, which has been based
on consultee responses key to which is NatureScot’'s consultation response relating to
potential effects on the Dornoch Firth National Scenic Area (NSA).

2.3.2 The main driver for the changes to the Proposed Development was seeking to reduce
the landscape and visual effects of the proposed development on the National Scenic
Area to acceptable levels.

2.3.3 View Points (VPs) 2, 4, 7 and 10 have been used to test designs which reduce landscape
and visual impacts on the National Scenic Area.

Wind Power North Two Limited 2-7
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2.4

241

242

243

244

245

246
247

Design Iteration

Following a review and revision of the EIA layout, a more refined design has been
developed, informed by consultation with The Highland Council and NatureScot.

The total number of turbines has been reduced. This is considered to achieve an
appropriate balance between reducing landscape and visual effects and maintaining
commercial viability, while also significantly contributing to renewable energy generation
targets.

The Applicant engaged with consultees to understand better their concerns and to
understand how changes in design could reduce effects to acceptable levels, whilst
maintaining a commercially acceptable project. The Applicant considered different
options of revised layout that had the potential to address the consultees’ concerns, finally
opting for the Revised Proposed Development presented in the Al as it was considered
to have the potential to reduce effects on the NSA to acceptable levels whilst balancing
energy generation potential.

The Revised Proposed Development removes T7 to reduce the horizontal field of view of
the proposed development, brining it closer to the extent of view which was considered
acceptable in the consented Garvary windfarm. In addition, the three turbines set on
higher elevation have been reduced in height to better reflect the topography of the area.
This creates a more even tip height in turbines when viewed from elevated locations.
When viewed from lower elevations those turbines tend to dip further behind the horizon.
The overall effect is to contain the proposed development within the horizontal field of
view of the consented Garavary windfarm, reduce the tip heights below the highest
Garvary turbine tip heights and reduce visual impact from lower elevations.

The Revised Layout has been reviewed against the landscape and visual design
objectives. This has been carried out using wirelines, zones of theoretical visibility of the
proposed blade tip.

A comparison showing the EIA layout and the Revised Layout is shown in Al Figure 2.2.

To allow for comparison, the turbine coordinates of the EIA Layout and the Revised
Layout are presented in Table 2.1.

Table 2.1 EIA layout in comparison with Revised Layout

Turbine Easting Northing Al max. Change
ID tip
height
TO1 261444 897263 180 m 180 m No change
T02 262051 897323 200 m 200 m No change
T03 262356 897142 200 m 200m No change
TO4 261155 897038 180 m 180m No change
Wind Power North Two Limited 2-8
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Turbine Easting Northing
ID

TOS 261455 896833 180 m 149.9m Change in maximum tip height from
180m to 149.9m

TO6 262067 896903 180 m 149.9m Change in maximum tip height from
180m to 149.9m

TO7 261084 896668 180 m removed | removed

TO8 261752 897080 180 m 149.9m Change in maximum tip height from
180m to 149.9m (was renumbered as
TO7)

24.8 The overall changes to the environmental effects of the proposed development are
considered in each of the technical chapters presented in this Al report. The findings of
the EIAR are considered to remain extant unless otherwise noted within this Al report.

2.5 Grid Connection

2.5.1 To address the implications of the Wull Muir judicial review decision, a separate document
has been prepared to present an environmental assessment of the grid connection for
the Revised Proposed Development. The context for this is presented in Al Technical
Appendix 2.1: Grid Connection Additional Information.
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3 SITE SELECTION AND ALTERNATIVES
CONSIDERED

The content of EIAR Chapter 3 is considered extant and part of the EIAR for the
development, albeit the design evolution is supplemented by the text setting out the
design iteration in Chapter 2 The Revised Proposed Development of this Al Report.
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APPROACH AND METHODOLOGY

The Approach to the EIA remains valid and is supplemented by Chapter 1 Introduction
and Approach to the Additional Information of this Al Report.

The methodology for the assessment or revision presented in each technical chapter of
this Al report remains as stated in Chapter 4 of the EIA Report, unless stated otherwise
in each technical chapter.
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