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Technical Appendix 6.1 — Viewpoint Assessment

Introduction

This Technical Appendix provides an assessment of the visual effects of the Revised
Proposed Development from Viewpoint 2, Viewpoint 4, Viewpoint 7 and Viewpoint 10 of the
original 16 Landscape and Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA) viewpoints assessed in Volume 4
Technical Appendix 6.5 of the EIA Report. These four viewpoints were cited by NatureScot
in their consultation response dated 1 July 2025 as being key for understanding the potential
effects of the Proposed Development on the Dornoch Firth National Scenic Area (NSA) and
consequently became key viewpoints used for informing the design of the Revised Proposed
Development.

A consultation meeting was held with Scottish Government and The Highland Council on 10
December 2025, and it was subsequently confirmed by the Scottish Government (email
dated 20 January 2026) to provide updated photomontage visualisations and assessment
from these four viewpoints.

For each of the four assessment viewpoints a short description is given of the baseline view
followed by a description of the features of the Revised Proposed Development which would
be visible from that viewpoint. For each viewpoint there is a comment on how vegetation,
buildings or topography would affect the visibility of the turbines, as well as a comment on
the sensitivity of the viewpoint, the magnitude of change experienced and the significance of
visual impacts. Finally, a judgement is provided regarding whether the overall effect for each
viewpoint is considered to be significant or not in terms of the EIA Regulations.

A summary of the sensitivity of the viewpoint, magnitude of change in the view and
significance of effect is given in Table 6.1.1 of this Technical Appendix and is summarised in
Table 6.4 of Chapter 6 within the Additional Information Report. Where a viewpoint is
representative of more than one type of visual receptor, the significance rating represents
the most sensitive receptor group represented by the viewpoint. This follows the same
methodology used in the EIA Report at Volume 4 Technical Appendix 6.5.

The reduction in the number of turbines and the reduction in height of T5, T6 and T7 would
mean that effects from all other viewpoints would remain the same or be slightly reduced as
reported in Volume 4 Technical Appendix 6.5.

The revised viewpoint visuals are presented in Al Figures 6.50, 6.52, 6.55 and 6.58. As
explained in Section 6.2 of Al Chapter 6, any figures referred to as ‘Revised Figure’ supersede
the corresponding figure submitted in Volume 3 the EIA Report. Any figure referred to as ‘Al
Figure’ are new figures that accompany Al Chapter 6 and were not submitted with the EIA
Report.



Viewpoint 2 — Bonar Bridge

Baseline

Grid reference: | E261244 N891724 Elevation (m AOD) 37m (AOD)

Nearest turbine: | 5114 m (T5) Direction to Proposed Wind Farm North

National LCT: LCT 145: Farmed and Forested Slopes with Crofting

Designations: Located on the north-western Receptor Residents / road users
boundary of the Dornoch Firth NSA
and looking north away from the
designation

Description of Baseline View

This viewpoint is representative of views available from Migdale Road on the eastern edge of the
settlement of Bonar Bridge. The viewpoint is located on the north-western boundary of the Dornoch Firth
NSA and looks northwards away from it. It is also close to a number of residential properties. From this
location there are elevated views over the rooftops of the settlement to the north-west and across the
Kyle of Sutherland to the hills beyond. Views in the direction of the Revised Proposed Development to
the north are foreshortened by the rising landform.

Relatively broadscale sweeping views available across the agricultural grassland which slopes gently up
towards the north-east. The undulating horizon of Balblair Forest is visible in the distance above an
intervening belt of deciduous trees. In the middle-distance low voltage electricity poles and overhead
wires cross the landscape. In the distance, high voltage electricity pylons and telecommunications masts
break above the horizon. Scattered crofts and associated trees and fences are visible across the view.

Existing operational turbines at Achany wind farm are visible from this viewpoint on the distant horizon
towards the north north-west. The existing wind farm at Rosehall is also theoretically visible beyond the
extent of the view to the left.

Receptor Value Susceptibility Sensitivity

Residents / | This viewpoint is located on the |During daylight hours, residents in | During daylight

road users north-western edge of the this location are considered to be |hours residents in
Dornoch Firth NSA and is close | of high susceptibility to changes in | this location are
to a number of residential views, although operational assessed as high
properties. As such the value of |turbines at Achany Wind Farm are |sensitivity.
the view is considered high. already visible as a relatively

distant features in views to the
north-west. Road users are

considered to be of medium During hours of

susceptibility. darkness,
residents in this
location are

assessed as
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During hours of darkness, residents | medium
are considered to be of medium sensitivity.
susceptibility, and road users are
considered to be of low
susceptibility due to the influence
of vehicle headlights.

Magnitude of Change during daylight hours

With reference to the wireline at Al Figure 6.50, the upper blade tips of six of the seven proposed
turbines (T1, T2, T4, T6, T6 and T7) would be visible intermittently from this viewpoint at relatively close
proximity. There would also be a partial view of the hub of turbine T5. The turbine towers would be
screened by landform. Ground-level infrastructure, including the proposed BESS would not be visible
from this location.

The turbines blades would appear above the distant forested horizon, heavily filtered through intervening
trees. There would be some clustering between turbines T1and T5, however the turbines read as a single
group due to their similar scale to one another and their relative positions in the view.

The proposed turbines occupy a small lateral extent of the view, set back beyond the ridgeline and as
such do not encroach into the middle ground that provides the landscape setting of Bonar Bridge.

During daylight hours the Revised Proposed Development would introduce a scale of change that
appears similar to existing vertical features in the view. This would result in a low to very low magnitude
of change.

Magnitude of Change during hours of darkness

During the hours of darkness, with reference to the lit turbine ZTV at Revised Figure 6.7, none of the three
lit turbines would be visible from this location.

Therefore, there would be a very low magnitude of change.

Significance of Effect

During daylight hours it is considered that the Revised Proposed Development would result in a minor
level of effect on the views experienced by receptors at this location that would be not significant.

During the hours of darkness, the Revised Proposed Development would result in no effect.

Cumulative Effect

Cumulative Baseline

Existing: Simultaneous views of operational Achany and successive views of operational Beinn
Tharsuinn, Coire na Cloiche and Rosehall.

Operational

Scenario 1: As existing plus simultaneous views of Achany Extension and successive views of Meall

Operational Buidhe

Consented
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Under
construction
Scenario 2: As Scenario 1 plus successive views of Inveroykel and Creachan.
Operational
Consented
Under
construction
In-Planning
Scenario 3: As Scenario 1and 2 plus successive views of scoping Beinn Tharsuinn, Novar Repower,
Operational Braelangwell, Invercassley and Garvary |Il.
Consented
Under
construction
In-Planning
Scoping
Magnitude of Level of Effect and | Magnitude of Level of Effect and
change During Significance During | Change During Significance During
Daylight Hours Daylight Hours Hours of Darkness |Hours of Darkness
Scenario 1: No change due to No change No change No change
distance from the
cumulative schemes
Scenario 2: No change No change No change No change
Scenario 3: No change No change Dependent on any No change
application coming
forward and their
proposed aviation
lighting mitigation
scheme.
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Viewpoint 4 — Ardgay

Baseline
Grid reference: E259707 N890297 Elevation (m AOD) 34m (AOD)
Nearest turbine: 6765 m (T5) Direction to Proposed Wind Farm North north-east
National LCT: LCT 142: Strath — Caithness & Sutherland
Designations: Located approximately 200 m Receptor Residents / road users
outside of the western edge of the
Dornoch Firth NSA

Description of Baseline View

This viewpoint is representative of views available from Ardgay Hill on the western edge of the settlement
of Ardgay. The viewpoint is located close to residential properties.

From this location, views are complex in pattern and scale. In short range views, grazing pasture extends
towards the settlement edge. To the left-hand side of the view, electricity pylons and overhead wires
stretch into the distance. In the centre of the view, residential properties and scattered trees filter longer
distance views. In the direction of the Revised Proposed Development to the north north-east, there are
views available over the rooftops of the intervening properties towards areas of coniferous forest and the
rounded moorland covered hills beyond. Glimpses are available between the properties to the right-hand
side of the view towards further residential areas at Bonar Bridge and to the agricultural fields on the
distant hill slope. Beyond the right-hand extent of the baseline photograph Dornoch Firth is visible along
the alignment of the road.

There are no existing operational wind farms visible from this viewpoint when looking towards the Revised
Proposed Development in the north north-east. However, there is theoretical visibility of Beinn Tharsuinn
wind farm in distant successive views.

Receptor Value Susceptibility Sensitivity

Residents / This viewpoint is located Residents in Ardgay are During daylight

road users approximately 200 m from the | considered to be of high hours residents in
north-western edge of the susceptibility to changes in the this location are
Dornoch Firth NSA and is view. Road users are generally assessed as high
representative of views from the | considered to be of medium sensitivity.
settlement across the Kyle of susceptibility.

Sutherland and the Dornoch
Firth. As such the value of the
view is considered high. During hours of
During hours of darkness, residents | darkness,

are considered to be of medium residents in this
susceptibility. Road users are location are
considered to be of low assessed as
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susceptibility due to the influence |medium
of vehicle headlights. sensitivity.

Magnitude of Change during daylight hours

With reference to the wireline at Al Figure 6.52, the upper parts of all seven proposed turbines would be
visible from this viewpoint at relatively close proximity. Only the blade tips of turbines T1, T4 and T5 would
be visible. The hubs of turbines T2, T3, and T7 barely visible, appearing at the view horizon. The hub of T6
would be visible appearing slightly above the horizon. The turbine towers would be largely screened by
landform except for the upper parts of turbine T6. Ground level infrastructure, including the proposed
substation and BESS would not be visible from this location as they would be screened by landform.

The turbines would extend slightly above the distant horizon but would be set beyond it. As such they
would be more closely associated with the moorland beyond the horizon rather than the wooded valley
sides that form the backdrop to the view. The turbines would appear evenly spaced and of relatively even
scale and would read as a single group.

The proposed turbines occupy a small to medium lateral extent of the view, set back beyond the ridgeline
and as such do not encroach into the forested slopes in the middle-distance.

During daylight hours the Revised Proposed Development would introduce a small medium scale of change
in relation to the existing features on the horizon. This would result in a low medium magnitude of change.

Magnitude of Change during hours of darkness

During the hours of darkness, with reference to the lit turbine ZTV at Revised Figure 6.7, nacelle lights of T2
and T3 would be visible in theory from this location, with the nacelle light of T4 screened by landform.

With reference to the turbine lighting intensity ZTV at Revised Figure 6.8, the relative lower elevation of
the viewpoint in comparison with the turbine lights would result in a relatively low level of lighting intensity.
The lights would appear as small, faint red dots appearing at the horizon of the view.

This change would occur in a part of the landscape where existing light sources tend to be fixed lights from
residential properties and transient lights of road users. This would result in a low to very low magnitude
of change.

Significance of Effect

During daylight hours it is considered that the Revised Proposed Development would result in a minor
moderate level of effect on the views experienced by receptors at this location, which would be
considered not significant.

During the hours of darkness, the Revised Proposed Development would result in a minor level of effect
that would be considered not significant.

Cumulative Effect

Cumulative Baseline
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Existing:

Operational

Successive views of Beinn Tharsuinn and Coire na Cloiche

Scenario 1:
Operational
Consented
Under
construction

As per existing plus simultaneous views of Garvary.

Scenario 2: As per existing plus simultaneous views of Acheilidh and Shinness and successive views
Operational of Inveroykel.
Consented
Under
construction
In-Planning
Scenario 3: As per Scenario 2 plus simultaneous views of scoping Garvary Il and successive views of
Operational scoping Beinn Tharsuinn Repower and Braelangwell.
Consented
Under
construction
In-Planning
Scoping
Magnitude of Level of Effect and | Magnitude of Level of Effect and
change During Significance During | Change During Significance During
Daylight Hours Daylight Hours Hours of Darkness |Hours of Darkness
Scenario 1: No change No change No change No change
Scenario 2: No change due to No change No change No change
the very limited
visibility of these
schemes which are
largely screened by
landform
Scenario 3: No change No change No change No change
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Viewpoint 7 — A836 at Ardchronie

Baseline

Grid reference: |E261042 N889162 Elevation (m AOD) 19m (AOD)

Nearest turbine: | 7682 m (T5) Direction to Proposed Wind Farm North

National LCT: LCT 76: Rounded Hills and Moorland Slopes — Ross & Cromarty

Designations: Dornoch Firth NSA Receptor Cyclists / road users

Description of Baseline View

This viewpoint is representative of views from the A836 on the southern shore of the Dornoch Firth,
between Ardgay to the north-west and the B9176 junction to the south-east. This forms part of the
Moray Firth Tourist Route between Inverness and The Mound on Loch Fleet, and it also forms part of the
Sustrans Inverness to John O" Groats Route. However, views experienced from the route would be
transient in nature, glimpsed and would be intermittently screened by roadside vegetation.

This section of road runs parallel to the Inverness and Ross-shire Railway, which follows the water line.
The road is slightly elevated above the railway line, and at this location, near to ‘New House’ and 'Kyle
Mhor’, it is set back from the railway beyond a strip of grazing pasture. The shoreline is wooded in this
location, which partially screens and filters views of the water to the north.

The viewpoint lies within the Dornoch Firth NSA. Views in the direction of the Revised Proposed
Development to the north extend over the Dornoch Firth towards Swordale Wood and adjacent farmland
to the right-hand side of the view. To the centre of the view, buildings within the settlement of Bonar
Bridge are visible, which lies outwith the NSA. Farmland and wooded slopes extend to the left of the view.
The horizon is largely forested except for the centre of the view, where areas of moorland are visible.
Vertical features in the view include telecommunications masts on the hilltops and electricity pylons on
the lower slopes.

The operational wind farm at Achany is visible to the left-hand side of the view.

Receptor Value Susceptibility Sensitivity
Cyclists / This viewpoint is located within a | Road users are generally High during
road users National Scenic Area with views |considered to have lower daylight hours.

across the NSA. The value of the |susceptibility to a change in views,
view is this location is therefore |however, this road forms part of a
considered to be high. promoted tourist route and
Sustrans Route, from which
appreciation of views forms part of
the experience. Therefore,
receptors at this viewpoint are
considered to have high
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susceptibility during daylight
hours.

Medium during
During hours of darkness road hours of darkness.
users and cyclists are considered
to be of low susceptibility due to
the influence of headlights.

Magnitude of Change during daylight hours

With reference to the wireline at Al Figure 6.55, the upper parts of all seven of the proposed turbines
would be theoretically visible from this viewpoint. Only the blades of T1, T2, T3 and T4 would be visible
above the horizon, with the hubs and upper parts of the turbine towers of T5, T6 and T7 also visible
slightly above the horizon. Ground level infrastructure, including the proposed BESS would not be visible
from this location.

The turbines would extend slightly above but would be set behind the distant horizon. As such they
would be more closely associated with the moorland that extends beyond the horizon, rather than the
wooded valley slopes that frame the view. The turbines would appear relatively even in scale and height.
The turbines would also appear relatively evenly spaced, with some slight clustering between T1 and T5,
and they would read as a single group. The proposed turbines would occupy a small to medium lateral
extent of the view.

During daylight hours the Revised Proposed Development would introduce a scale of change that
appears slightly larger than other vertical features in the vicinity, including the telecommunications masts
and electricity pylons with views generally experienced as glimpsed views that would be intermittently
screened by roadside vegetation. However, the array would occupy a small to medium proportion of the
overall view. This would result in a low medium magnitude of change.

Magnitude of Change during hours of darkness

During the hours of darkness, with reference to the lit turbine ZTV at Revised Figure 6.7, the nacelle lights
of T3 and T4 would be screened by landform. The nacelle light of T2 would appear at the horizon.

With reference to the turbine lighting intensity ZTV at Revised Figure 6.8, the relative lower elevation of
the viewpoint in comparison with the turbine lights would result in a lower level of lighting intensity. At
distances of over 7.5 km, the light of T2 would appear as a small red dot against partly screened by the
landform of the horizon with views generally experienced as glimpsed views that would be intermittently
screened by roadside vegetation.

This change would occur in a part of the landscape where existing light sources relate to properties
within and around Bonar Bridge and transient lights of road users. This would result in a low to very low
magnitude of change.

Significance of Effect

During daylight hours it is considered that the Revised Proposed Development would result in a minor
moderate level of effect on the views experienced by receptors at this location that would be
considered not significant.
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During the hours of darkness, the Revised Proposed Development would result in a minor level of effect
that would be considered not significant, due to the smaller proportion of the Revised Proposed
Development that would be visible.

Cumulative Effect

Cumulative Baseline

Existing:
Operational

Simultaneous views of Achany

Scenario 1:
Operational
Consented
Under
construction

As per existing with simultaneous views of Garvary

due to the very
limited visibility of
these schemes
which are largely

Scenario 2: Simultaneous views of in-planning Acheilidh and successive views of Inveroykel
Operational
Consented
Under
construction
In-Planning
Scenario 3: As per Scenario 2 plus simultaneous views of Garvary Il and successive views of scoping
Operational Braelangwell
Consented
Under
construction
In-Planning
Scoping
Magnitude of Level of Effect and |Magnitude of Level of Effect and
change During Significance During | Change During Significance During
Daylight Hours Daylight Hours Hours of Darkness |Hours of Darkness
Scenario 1: As per existing due | No change No change No change
to the very limited
visibility of these
schemes which are
largely screened by
landform
Scenario 2: As per Scenario 1 No change No change No change
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screened by
landform

Scenario 3:

As per Scenario 1
due to the very
limited visibility of
these schemes
which are largely
screened by
landform

No change

Dependent on any
application coming
forward and their
proposed aviation
lighting mitigation
scheme.

No change
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Viewpoint 10 — Struie Viewpoint on B9176

Baseline

Grid reference: |E265253 N885786 Elevation (m AOD) 179m (AOD)

Nearest turbine: |11564m (T6) Direction to Proposed Wind Farm North north-west

National LCT: LCT 330: Rounded Hills and Moorland Slopes - Ross & Cromarty

Designations: Dornoch Firth NSA Receptor Road users / visitors to
vantage point

Description of Baseline View

This viewpoint is located at the B9176 Viewpoint (vantage point) on Struie Road, on the south side of the
Dornoch Firth. The relative elevation of the viewpoint affords sweeping panoramic views over the firth to
the surrounding hills. Longer distance views extend towards the Kyle of Sutherland to the north-west and
the hills beyond.

The western extent of the Dornoch Firth NSA is visible towards the left-hand side of the view, marked by
the brightly coloured Kyle of Sutherland Hub on the A836. The northern extent of the NSA is visible in the
centre of the view, where the farmed and forested slopes with crofting, meets the rounded hills on which
the Revised Proposed Development site is situated.

On the north side of the loch, within the farmed and forested with crofting LCT, there is a large amount of
tree cover, including coniferous forestry at Creich Wood and Swordale Wood, which surround grazing
fields. Scattered properties are visible across the landscape in the distance, with elements of energy
infrastructure in the form of electricity pylons.

In the foreground view, to the south of the Dornoch Firth, moorland slopes down towards the level
farmland on the shore of the loch. The A836, marks the boundary between the types of land cover which
extends across the view. The Inverness and Ross-shire Railway cuts across the farmland near the loch
shore.

Operational wind farms at Achany, Lairg and Rosehall are theoretically visible from this viewpoint when
looking towards the Revised Proposed Development in the north north-west. Kilbraur and Kilbraur
Extension are also theoretically visible in successive views.

Receptor Value Susceptibility Sensitivity
Road users / | This viewpoint is located within | Visitors to recognised vantage Very high during
visitors to the Dornoch Firth NSA, with points (viewpoints) are considered |daylight hours.

vantage point | elevated views across the NSA. |to have very high susceptibility to
Therefore, the value of the view |a change in the view during

is considered high. daylight hours, particularly when
looking in the same direction as
interpretation boards. The
viewpoint is located adjacent to a
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layby on the Moray Firth promoted
tourist route, which is a popular
place to stop and enjoy the view.

During hours of darkness, Medium during
receptors would be more likely to | hours of darkness.
be travelling along the road, rather
than stopping to enjoy the view.
They are considered to have low
susceptibility due to the influence
of headlights.

Magnitude of Change during daylight hours

With reference to the wireline at Al Figure 6.58, all seven of the proposed turbines would be visible from
this viewpoint, including blades, hubs and the upper parts of towers. The lower parts of the turbine
towers, particularly of T1 and T4 would be partially screened by landform. It is anticipated that the
substation and BESS would not be visible from this location.

Turbines T1, T4, and T5 would appear set back behind the distant horizon, with turbines T2, T3, T6 and T7
appearing on or slightly below the distant ridgeline but set behind intermediate landform below the
ridgeline. The turbines would appear relatively even in scale and evenly spaced and all of a similar height
to blade tip height which reduces their apparent scale. They would read as a single group.

The Revised Proposed Development would add features to the view at closer proximity than existing
wind turbines along the horizon, so they would appear larger in scale. The turbine array would occupy a

small to medium proportion of the overall view.

During daylight hours the Revised Proposed Development would introduce a small to medium scale of
change to the existing view. This would result in a low medium magnitude of change.

Magnitude of Change during hours of darkness

During the hours of darkness, with reference to the wireline at Revised Figure 6.58, all three of the nacelle
lights would be theoretically visible from this location appearing as a pair of lights towards the righthand
edge side of the array and a single light at the lefthand edge. The lights would be seen above the horizon,
although the nacelle light of T4 would appear close to the horizon.

With reference to the turbine lighting intensity ZTV at Al Figure 6.8, the similar elevation of the viewpoint
in comparison with the turbine lights would result in a relatively high level of lighting intensity. However, at
distances of over 11 km, the lights would appear as small red dots against the backdrop of the sky.

This change would occur in a part of the landscape with few existing light sources except for distant
lights from scattered properties on the hillslopes below. Other light sources in closer proximity would be
transient light sources along the road. This would result in a low to very low magnitude of change.

Significance of Effect

During daylight hours it is considered that the Revised Proposed Development would result in reduced
effects due to the smaller lateral extent occupied by the array and the notable reduction in scale of the
turbines in the Revised Proposed Development. This would result in a moderate level of effect on the
views experienced by receptors at this location which would be not significant.
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darkness.

During the hours of darkness, the Revised Proposed Development would result in a minor level of effect
that would be considered not significant due to the lower sensitivity of receptors during the hours of

Cumulative Effect

Cumulative Baseline

Existing:

Operational

Simultaneous views of operational Achany, Lairg and Rosehall and successive views of
Kilbruar and Kilbruar Extension

Scenario 1:
Operational
Consented
Under
construction

As per existing plus simultaneous views of consented Achany Extension, Lairg I,
Chleansaid and Garvary and successive views of consented Meall Buidhe

Significant

Scenario 2: As per Scenario 1 plus simultaneous views of in planning Acheilidh, Allt an Tuir, Coille Beith
Operational and Inveroykel, with successive views of Creachan
Consented
Under
construction
In-Planning
Scenario 3: As per Scenario 2 plus simultaneous views of scoping Braelangwell, Fionn, Invercassley
Operational Creag Dhubh, and Garvary Il and successive views of Ruith Cnoc.
Consented
Under
construction
In-Planning
Scoping
Magnitude of Level of Effect and | Magnitude of Level of Effect and
change During Significance During | Change During Significance During
Daylight Hours Daylight Hours Hours of Darkness |Hours of Darkness
Scenario 1: Reduction to low due | Minor moderate Not |No change No change
to the Revised Significant
Proposed
Development being a
small addition to the
baseline.
Scenario 2: As per Scenario 1 Minor moderate Not |No change No change
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Scenario 3: As per Scenario 1

Minor moderate Not
Significant

Dependent on any
application coming
forward and their
proposed aviation
lighting mitigation
scheme.

No change
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1.2. Summary of Effects

Table 6.1.1: Summary of Operational Effects of the Revised Proposed Development

Viewpoint Value Susceptibility = Daylight Hours Hours of Darkness
Sensitivity | Magnitude @ Level of Significant Sensitivity = Magnitude of Level of Significant
of change Effect change Effect
2 - Bonar High High High Low to very Minor No Medium Very low No effect No
Bridge (N) low
4 — Ardgay (N) | High High High Low medium | Minor No Medium Low to very Minor No
moderate low

7 - A836 at High High High Low medium | Minor No Medium Low to very Minor No
Ardchronie moderate low
10 - Struie High Very high Very high Low medium | Moderate No Medium Low to very Minor No
Viewpoint on low
B9176 (N)

(N) - Night-time visualisation produced from this viewpoint in addition to day-time visualisation.
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