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Our reference: 663896 

 

 

Mr Paul Donald 
Energy Consents Unit 
Directorate for Energy and Climate Change 
5 Atlantic Quay 
150 Broomielaw 
Glasgow 
G2 8LU 

 

ECU Ref: ECU00005055 

 

Application for consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 and direction for deemed 
planning permission under Section 57(2) of the Town and Country Planning (Scotland) Act 1997, 
as amended (Energy Consents Unit case reference: ECU00005055) to develop the Balblair Wind 

Farm, in The Highland Council Area. 

 

Dear Mr Donald, 

Please find enclosed an application for consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act (1989) and a request 
that planning permission be deemed to be granted under Section 57(2) of the Town and Country Planning 
(Scotland) Act 1997, as amended, for the proposed Balblair Wind Farm. The application is made by Wind 
Power North Two Limited, a wholly owned subsidiary company of Vestas Development A/S. The project is 
brought forward through a development agreement between Force 9 Energy Limited and Vestas 
Development A/S. 

The proposed Development comprises the construction and operation of up to eight wind turbines, six with 
a maximum blade tip height of 180 m and two with a maximum blade tip height of 200 m, with an installed 
capacity of up to 36 MW; and a Battery Energy Storage System (BESS) with an installed capacity up to 30 
MW. The combined capacity of the proposed Development is up to 66 MW. The proposed Development is 
anticipated to have an operational life of 30 years, after which it would be decommissioned and the turbines 
and BESS dismantled and removed.  

The proposed Development is located on Balblair Estate, with access across the Achinduich Estate, and 
lies approximately 2 km to the north-west of Bonar Bridge within the jurisdiction of The Highland Council 
(‘THC’). The centre point of the Site is at National Grid Reference E 260883, N 896426.  
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The Site is crofted and used for rough grazing. The proposed development, excluding the access route 
from the public road, is set on Common Grazings. The surrounding area features various crofts and 
scattered residential properties to the east, with moorland north of Balblair Estate. Forestry and Land 
Scotland (FLS) owns the forests which adjoin the Estate to the north-west and south. The lands to the north 
are the subject of the consented Garvary Wind Farm, while the Lairg Wind Farm and its extension is located 
further north. 

RSK Environment Limited (RSK) is acting as the agent and lead consultant for this application, and hereby 
submit this application to the Scottish Minsters on behalf of Wind Power North Two Limited. The fee for the 
application was paid to the Energy Consents Unit (ECU) on 6th February 2025. 

Environmental Impact Assessment 

This application is supported by an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Report, which purpose is to 
identify the likely significant effects arising as a result of the proposed Development. The EIA Report has 
been prepared by a team of competent experts in accordance with the requirements of The Electricity 
Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 (as amended) and the adopted 
Scoping Opinion issued by Scottish Ministers on 28 June 2024.  

The iterative design and EIA process has identified and considered the potential environmental effects. 
The requirements set out under Schedule 9 of the Electricity Act have been fully considered and accounted 
for throughout the design and EIA assessment processes. The various design iterations are detailed in 
Volume 2, Chapter 3: Site Selection and Alternatives Considered of the EIA Report, and the final 
design being put forward for consent is presented on Figure 2.1 of Volume 3a of the EIA Report. 

Advertisement 

A Public Notice, providing notification of the submission of an application for consent in accordance with 
the requirements of the Electricity (Applications for Consent) Regulations 1990 (as amended) and the 
Electricity Works (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 has been arranged and 
will be placed in the following newspapers.  

The newspaper adverts will be published as follows: 

 The Herald:  Date 14 March 

 Edinburgh Gazette: Date 14 March 

 Press and Journal: Dates 14 March, 21 March 

 The Northern Times: Dates 14 March, 21 March 

Scanned copies of the notices will be provided to the ECU once advertised.  The closing date for responses 
to the advertisements is 25th April 2025.  

Application Documents 

This application is accompanied by the following documents which have been uploaded to the ECU portal 
(Ref: ECU00005055): 

 Copy of the Public Notice placed in newspapers; 
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 Application boundary figure (see EIA Report Volume 3a, Figure 1.1); 

 EIA Report, comprising: 

o Volume 1: Non-Technical Summary 

o Volume 2: Main Report 

o Volume 3: Figures and Visualisations 

o Volume 4: Technical Appendices.  

 

Volume 5: Confidential Appendix will be supplied separately to the ECU, The Highland Council and 
relevant consultees in hard copy and digital format.  

The Carbon Calculator tool was completed and is supplied in EIA Report, Volume 4, Technical Appendix 
11.1.  

The below listed supporting documents are also uploaded to the ECU portal:  

 Planning Statement 

 Design and Access Statement 

 Pre-Application Consultation Report  

 Socio-Economic Statement.  

Copies of the application documents, including the EIA Report, are available for public inspection and 
download, free of charge on the project website: https://balblairwindfarm.co.uk/ or on the Scottish 
Government Energy Consents website at www.energyconsents.scot.  

Copies of the application documents, are also available for public inspection at the offices of the local 
planning authority, The Highland Council, at Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX; and at Bonar Bridge 
Library, Carnegie Library West End, Bonar Bridge, IV24 3EA. 

I trust the information provided and set out above is sufficient for you to formally validate and commence 
consideration of the application. I would be grateful if you could confirm receipt and validation of the 
application by email. 

 

Yours sincerely  

 

 

[Redacted] 

 

For RSK Environment Limited 

Laurie McGee 

Associate Director 

  

 


