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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background 

1.1.1 On 14 March 2025, Wind Power North Two Limited (the Applicant) submitted an 

application to the Energy Consents Unit (ECU) (case reference: ECU00005055) of the 

Scottish Government under for a proposed development called Balblair Wind Farm, 

located northeast of Invershin in the Highlands.  

1.1.2 The original application submitted in March 2025 sought consent for a development of up 

to 8 turbines with a maximum blade tip height of 180m (for six of the turbines) and 200m 

(for two of the turbines) along with associated infrastructure. Within this and 

accompanying documents it is referred to as ‘the Proposed Development’. It was 

accompanied by an Environmental Impact Assessment Report (EIA Report)which 

provided the assessment of likely significant environmental effects of the Proposed 

Development. 

1.1.3 Following the submission of the application, consultation feedback was received and 

discussions were held with key stakeholders including ECU, NatureScot and The 

Highland Council. In response, the Applicant has proposed design amendments to the 

development, reducing the number of turbines and lowering the height of three of them. 

1.1.4 This non-technical summary accompanies an Additional Information report that: 

• Provides information about the revised scheme; 

• Responds to some of the consultation responses received;  

• Provides information about the potential grid connection for the scheme; and 

• Makes an assessment of any changes in the likely significant effects originally 
reported in the March 2025 application and EIA Report in the light of the design 
changes. 

1.2 Summary of Revised Proposed Development 

1.2.1 The Revised Proposed Development now comprises seven turbines with maximum blade 

tip heights of 149.9 m (three turbines), 180 m (two turbines), and 200 m (two turbines), 

alongside a battery energy storage system with a combined capacity of up to 66 MW and 

associated infrastructure. In other words, one turbine has been removed from the 

scheme, and the maximum height of three of the remaining proposed turbines have been 

lowered. 

1.2.2 Aside from removing infrastructure linked to the omitted turbine, no other changes to 

ancillary components are proposed. This updated scheme is referred to as the Revised 

Proposed Development. 

1.3 Purpose of the AI Report 

1.3.1 RSK Environment Limited has prepared this Additional Information (AI) on behalf of the 

Applicant alongside the authors EIA Report for the project submitted in March 2025.  It 

includes information relating to the likely significant effects of the Revised Proposed 
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Development. The document considers the difference between the environmental effects 

assessed in the EIA Report and describes the changes to likely significant effects of the 

Revised Proposed Development. Given the nature of updated information, not all 

chapters of the EIA Report require to be updated. The document also provides an 

assessment of potential effects of the proposed grid connection for the Proposed 

Development. 

2 CONSULTATION RESPONSES 

2.1.1 The following statutory consultees responded to the EIA application: 

• Historic Environment Scotland (HES)  

• Scottish Environment Protection Agency (SEPA)  

• NatureScot  

• Transport Scotland  

2.1.2 The Highland Council agreed an extension to provide their response on receipt of this AI 

and has been involved in discussions with the Applicant since the submission of the 

application in March 2025.  

2.1.3 The following consultees also provided a response to the original application: 

• British Horse society 

• BT 

• Defence Infrastructure 

Organisation (DIO)  

• Fisheries Management 

Scotland 

• Kyle Fisheries - District 

Salmon Fishery Board 

• Health and Safety Executive 

• Highland and Islands Airport 

(holding objection) 

• Joint Radio Company 

• NATS Safeguarding 

• Network Rail 

• Oban Airport 

• Royal Society for the 

Protection of Birds (RSPB) 

• ScotWays 

• Scottish Water 

• Creich Community Council 

• Ardgay and District 

community Council 

2.1.4 Where consultees have objected or provided responses with concerns regarding specific 

EIA factors, these have been referenced and addressed in the relevant chapter of the AI 

Report. 
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3 THE REVISED PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT 

3.1.1 The Revised Proposed Development with the reduced number of turbines is shown in AI 

Figure 2.1 Revised Proposed Development. The scheme has been revised following 

consultation feedback on the original Section 36 application, which initially included up to 

eight wind turbines with maximum tip heights of 180 m and 200 m, along with a substation, 

battery energy storage system (BESS), and associated infrastructure. 

3.1.2 The changes to the Proposed development include the removal of one turbine (turbine 

number 7) with its associated infrastructure and the reduction in height from 180 m to 

149.9 m of turbines 5, 6 and 8 (now renumbered as turbine 7 to avoid confusion as to the 

total number of turbines). The Revised Proposed Development comprises seven 

turbines, with all other elements including turbine locations, access tracks, BESS and 

ancillary infrastructure unchanged.he EIA layout and the Revised layout can be seen in 

AI Figure 2.2 Design Iterations. 

3.1.3 The design revisions were primarily driven by consultation responses from NatureScot 

and The Highland Council, particularly regarding potential landscape and visual impacts 

on the Dornoch Firth National Scenic Area. The key objective was to reduce landscape 

and visual effects by reducing the number of turbines and reducing the height of the 

turbines that were considered more prominent in the landscape. This included removing 

a turbine to reduce the horizontal spread of the development and lowering turbine heights 

to better align with the surrounding topography and limit visual prominence from key 

viewpoints. The iterative design process balanced environmental considerations with 

energy capture to provide a meaningful project in terms of commercial viability and 

contribution to targets. The key changes are presented in Table 3.1  

  Table 3.1 EIA layout in comparison with Revised Layout 

Turbine 
ID 

Easting Northing Max. tip 
height 

AI max. 
tip 
height 

Change 

T01 261444 897263 180 m 180 m No change 

T02 262051 897323 200 m 200 m No change 

T03 262356 897142 200 m 200m No change 

T04 261155 897038 180 m 180m No change 

T05 261455 896833 180 m 149.9m Maximum tip height reduced from 180m 
to 149.9m 

T06 262067 896903 180 m 149.9m Maximum tip height reduced from 180m 
to 149.9m 

T07 261084 896668 180 m removed removed 
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Turbine 
ID 

Easting Northing Max. tip 
height 

AI max. 
tip 
height 

Change 

T08 261752 897080 180 m 149.9m Maximum tip height reduced from 180m 
to 149.9m and renumbered as T07) 
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4 GRID CONNECTION 

4.1.1 An environmental assessment of the likely grid connection for the Revised Proposed 

Development has also been undertaken. The context for this is presented in AI Technical 

Appendix 2.1: Grid Connection Additional Information and is based on a buried cable 

grid connection from the proposed Balblair Wind Farm to the SSEN substation at 

Invershin. 

4.1.2 This includes consideration of a route corridor, construction methods, working width, and 

both construction and operational phases, with decommissioning effects assumed to be 

no greater than construction.  

4.1.3 The findings conclude that construction impacts would be temporary, localised, and 

reversible, with no significant environmental effects identified. While the route may pass 

near three scheduled monuments, impacts are not expected due to placement in 

previously disturbed roadside ground, and alternative routing or regulatory controls can 

mitigate risks if necessary. No other designated environmental sites would be affected, 

and impacts on factors such as hydrology, ecology, landscape, traffic, and noise would 

be limited both in isolation and in combination with the effects of the windfarm. The 

assessment also outlines applicable legal requirements and best practice measures, 

including environmental guidance, construction controls, and archaeological monitoring, 

to further minimise effects.  

5 BACKGROUND TO THE NON-TECHNICAL 
SUMMARY AND REVISED PROPOSED 
DEVELOPMENT 

5.1.1 A Non-Technical Summary (NTS) of the EIA Report was already prepared for the 

proposed Balblair Wind Farm. 

5.1.2 In Table 3.1Table 5.1 below we present a summary of the key points included in this AI 

Report in relation to each particular environmental factor. Where differences between the 

environmental effects assessed in the EIA Report and this Additional Information report 

have been identified, these are described along with the changes to likely significant 

effects of the Revised Proposed Development. The information presented here is to 

supplement the information already provided in the original EIA Report.   

5.1.3 If the Revised Proposed Development is consented, the Applicant remains committed to 

deliver the environmental mitigation and enhancement measures included in the original 

application, alongside the additional mitigation identified within the AI Report. 
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Table 5.1. Summary of Changes between the EIA Layout and the AI Layout  

Technical Discipline Summary of Change to Significant Effects (AI Report compared to EIA Report) Further information: 

Landscape and Visual Chapter 6: Landscape and Visual of the AI Report explains how the Balblair Wind 
Farm proposals have been updated in response to consultation feedback from 
NatureScot and THC, particularly in relation to potential effects on the Dornoch Firth 
National Scenic Area (NSA). The revisions to the scheme have resulted in a 
reduction in the number of turbines requiring aviation lighting, from six in the EIA 
Layout to three (T2, T3 and T4) in the Revised Proposed Development. AI Technical 
Appendix 2.1 also presents an assessment of the likely significant effects of the grid 
connection in respect of Landscape and Visual effects. 

Overall, the updated assessment finds that the revised design slightly reduces some 
landscape and visual effects compared with the EIA Layout, particularly for certain 
settlements, core paths and routes during daylight hours. However, some significant 
and localised effects remain close to the Site, especially within Landscape Character 
Type (LCT) 135 Rounded Hills – Caithness and Sutherland (South of Strath Fleet 
unit) which is consistent with the findings presented in the Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment (Chapter 6) of the EIA Report. 

The chapter also considers how the Revised Proposed Development would be 
experienced with other existing and proposed wind farms in the surrounding 
landscape. While cumulative landscape and visual effects would occur, the 
assessment finds that the Revised Proposed Development would not introduce new 
significant cumulative effects, where one did not already occur when other 
operational, consented, in-planning and scoping schemes are considered to form part 
of the baseline. 

The assessment of effects on the Dornoch Firth NSA from the Revised Proposed 
Development finds that it would slightly reduce effects on the NSA and would not 
compromise the objectives of the designation and its overall integrity. 

A revised Landscape and Visual 
Impact Assessment (LVIA) of the 
Revised Proposed Development is 
reported in Chapter 6: Landscape 
and Visual of the AI Report. It should 
be read in addition to the 
corresponding Chapter 6 in the EIA 
Report (2025). 

 

Ornithology  The EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter 7 – Ornithology concluded no adverse 
significant effects upon ornithological features. 

Chapter 7: Ornithology of the AI Report reviewed the proposed amendments to the 
layout of the Proposed Development against the previously assessed potential 
ornithological effects and has concluded that the potential effects on ornithology as 

An update to the Ornithology chapter 
of the Revised Proposed 
Development is reported in Chapter 
7: Ornithology of the AI Report. It 
should be read in addition to the 
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Technical Discipline Summary of Change to Significant Effects (AI Report compared to EIA Report) Further information: 

previously assessed in the EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter 7 – Ornithology remain 
an assessment of the worst-case scenario based on the Revised Layout for the 
Proposed Development. 

Embedded measures will be set out in a Bird Disturbance Management Plan (BDMP) 
to enable legislative compliance (EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter 7 Section 7.6). 

corresponding Chapter 7 in the EIA 
Report (2025). 

 

Ecology The potential effects of the Revised Proposed Development on ecology remain as 
previously assessed in EIA Volume 2 Chapter 8 – Ecology which represents an 
assessment of the worst case scenario based on the Revised Layout for the 
Proposed Development.  There are therefore no new or increased environmental 
effects expected as a result of the Revised Proposed Development.  There are not 
considered to be any additional significant effects on ecology as a result of the grid 
connection route for the Revised Proposed Development. 

As determined in EIA Volume 2 Chapter 8 – Ecology, no adverse significant effects 
are predicted; beneficial significant effects upon blanket bog/wet modified bog and 
wet dwarf shrub heath are predicted during operation as a result of the 
implementation of a Biodiversity Enhancement Management Plan. 

An update to the Ecology chapter of 
the Revised Proposed Development 
is reported in Chapter 8: Ecology of 
the AI Report. It should be read in 
addition to the corresponding Chapter 
8 in the EIA Report (2025). 

 

Geology, Hydrology, 
Hydrogeology and 
Peat 

The removal of a turbine and its associated infrastructure will reduce the amount of 
peat anticipated to be excavated during construction. The mitigation measures 
already proposed remain appropriate, and no new or increased environmental effects 
are expected. As a result, the potential effects of the Revised Proposed Development 
on geology, hydrology, hydrogeology and peat remain as previously assessed in EIA 
Report Volume 2 Chapter 9 - Geology, Hydrogeology, Hydrology and Peat. 

The Grid Connection Route Options have also been assessed. Construction would 
largely occur within existing access tracks, roadside verges or small discrete working 
areas, with works undertaken in accordance with SEPA GPPs and regulatory 
controls. No significant effects on geology, hydrology, hydrogeology or peat are 
predicted. 

Overall, no new or increased environmental effects are expected and overall effects 
would remain as reported in the EIA Report Volume 2 Chapter 9 - Geology, 
Hydrogeology, Hydrology and Peat. 

An update to the Geology, Hydrology, 
hydrogeology and Peat chapter of the 
Revised Proposed Development is 
reported in Chapter 9: Geology, 
Hydrology, Hydrogeology and Peat 
of the AI Report. It should be read in 
addition to the corresponding Chapter 
9 in the EIA Report (2025). 

 

Cultural Heritage The Revised Proposed Development would result in no changes in comparison with 
the predicted effects upon Cultural Heritage set out in the EIA Report Volume 2 
Chapter 10. The grid connection works associated with the Revised Proposed 
Development would not result in significant adverse effects. 

An update to the Cultural Heritage 
chapter of the Revised Proposed 
Development is reported in Chapter 
10: Cultural Heritage of the AI 
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Technical Discipline Summary of Change to Significant Effects (AI Report compared to EIA Report) Further information: 

As no increased or additional adverse impacts to the EIA Report conclusions are 
anticipated, it is concluded that the residual effects upon Cultural Heritage arising 
from the Revised Proposed Development would remain unchanged and would not be 
significant 

Report. It should be read in addition 
to the corresponding Chapter 10 in 
the EIA Report (2025). 

 

Climate Change The changes to the Proposed Development cause a reduction in the electricity 
production potential of the Revised Proposed Development and therefore the 
emissions savings predicted to be delivered over its 30-year operational life to 
decrease from 1,515,620 tCO2e in the   EIAR Vol 2 Chapter 11 Greenhouse Gas 
(GHG) Assessment to 1,224,501 tCO2e for the Revised Proposed Development 
against a fossil fuel mix of electricity, and from 854,069 tCO2e, to 584,993 tCO2e 
against a grid-mix of electricity. The offset period is predicted to change from 1.1 
years to 1.2 years when compared against a grid-mix of electricity, with GHG 
emissions predicted to be offset from 0.6 years in the  EIAR Vol 2 Chapter 11 GHG 
Assessment, and the same offset period after the Revised Proposed Development 
becomes operational against a fossil fuel mix of electricity. 

The findings relating to GHG emissions remain the same as those for the  EIAR Vol 
2 Chapter 11 GHG Assessment - the Revised Proposed Development will result in a 
Significant and Beneficial effect based on IEMA’s Guidance To Assessing GHG 
Significance (2022) Framework for Assessment of Significant Effects. 

A revised climate change chapter of 
the Revised Proposed Development 
is reported in Chapter 11: Climate 
Change of the AI Report. It should be 
read in addition to the corresponding 
Chapter 11 in the EIA Report (2025). 

 

Traffic and Movement This chapter of the AI considers the potential impacts and significant effects on 
receptors on the transport routes that are anticipated to be used for the Revised 
Proposed Development during its construction and compares the predicted 
magnitude and significance of these impacts to those that were predicted for the EIA 
Proposed Development. 

The Revised Layout proposed by the Applicant would result in fewer vehicular 
movements than those estimated in the EIA Report due to the removal of Turbine 7 
with its associated onsite infrastructure (e.g.  hardstanding and turbine mass 
foundation). Additionally, removal of Turbine 7 will also reduce the number of the 
Abnormal Indivisible Loads (AILs) requiring access into the Site. However, the 
Revised Layout does not change the predicted effects set out in the EIA Report, 
which are predicted to remain the same.  

In respect to the potential impacts generated by the installation Revised Proposed 
Development grid connection; this would not result in significant effects on receptors. 

An update to the Traffic ad Movement 
chapter of the Revised Proposed 
Development is reported in Chapter 
12: Traffic and Movement of the AI 
Report. It should be read in addition 
to the corresponding Chapter 12 in 
the EIA Report (2025). 
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Technical Discipline Summary of Change to Significant Effects (AI Report compared to EIA Report) Further information: 

Noise  The changes presented in the Revised Proposed Development reduce the overall 
noise emissions compared to the scheme assessed in the EIA Report. 

Updated calculations confirm that operational noise from the Revised Proposed 
Development is lower than previously predicted and remains within acceptable limits. 

Since submission of the EIA Report, Garvary Wind Farm has been granted consent 
and is now a confirmed cumulative development but with an altered consented layout 
to remove one turbine (25 turbines proposed to 24 turbines consented). The 
consented layout has been used for the cumulative predictions presented in this 
chapter. 

The Revised Proposed Development reduces the potential for cumulative noise 
effects, with no significant noise effects identified.  The AI also includes an 
assessment of the effects of the proposed grid connection for the Revised Proposed 
Development and finds there will be no significant effects. 

A revised Noise chapter of the 
Revised Proposed Development is 
reported in Chapter 13: Noise of the 
AI Report. It should be read in 
addition to the corresponding Chapter 
13 in the EIA Report (2025). 

 

 

Shadow Flicker The shadow flicker assessment and effects presented in the submitted EIAR, 
concluded that potential shadow flicker on residential receptors within the study area 
only arose from T3 and T5. Given that T3 remains unchanged from the EIA Layout, 
the current assessment focuses on the design changes brought from the reduction of 
T5 from 180m to 149.9m. Taking account of the Revised Layout, with the removal of 
T7 and the reduced tip heights of T5, T6 and T8, it is anticipated that the outcomes of 
the worst-case scenario assessment remain valid. As a result, no significant shadow 
flicker effects are expected to arise from the Revised Proposed Development. 

An update to the shadow flicker 
section of the Revised Proposed 
Development is reported in Chapter 
14: Other Issues of the AI Report. It 
should be read in addition to the 
corresponding Chapter 14 in the EIA 
Report (2025). 

 

Aviation The Revised Proposed Development presents no changes to the aviation baseline, 
no additional turbines, and no increases in blade tip heights. The removal of one 
turbine and reduction in height of three turbines mean that the aviation impacts 
assessed in the EIAR remain unchanged or reduced. The Ministry of Defence 
confirmed in April 2025 that it had no objection to the original scheme, and it is 
anticipated this position will continue for the revised layout. In addition, a reduced 
aviation lighting scheme is being prepared and will be submitted to the Civil Aviation 
Authority for approval. The aviation assessment contained in the Other Issues 
chapter concludes that the Revised Proposed Development will have no new or 
increased effects on aviation compared to those previously assessed in the EIAR. 

A revised Aviation section of the 
Revised Proposed Development is 
reported in Chapter 14: Other Issues 
of the AI Report. It should be read in 
addition to the corresponding Chapter 
14 in the EIA Report (2025). 
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Technical Discipline Summary of Change to Significant Effects (AI Report compared to EIA Report) Further information: 

Telecommunications The baseline presented in the EIA Report remains as the worst-case scenario and no 
other impacts are expected from the Revised Proposed Development.  Therefore, the 
agreed mitigation presented in the EIA Report remains valid. 

 

An update to the Telecommunications 
section of the Revised Proposed 
Development is reported in Chapter 
14: Other Issues of the AI Report. It 
should be read in addition to the 
corresponding Chapter 14 in the EIA 
Report (2025). 
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6 ADMINISTRATIVE NOTICES 

6.1 Current Public Notice and Consultation 

6.1.1 This AI is advertised in newspapers locally, the Press and Journal and The Northern 

Times; and The Edinburgh Gazette, in accordance with the Electricity Act (Applications 

for Consent) Regulations 1990 (as amended) and the Electricity Works (Environmental 

Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 2017 and the public notice is published on 

the Applicant’s project website in addition to being made publicly available through the 

ECU Portal. 

6.2 Availability of the AI Report 

6.2.1 Copies of the AI documents are available for public inspection and download, free of 

charge on the project website: website https://balblairwindfarm.co.uk/ and on the Scottish 

Government’s Energy Consents Unit website www.energyconsents.scot under 

application reference ECU00005055.  

6.2.2 Copies of the application documents, including this AI Report, are also available for public 

inspection by appointment at the offices of the local planning authority, The Highland 

Council, at Glenurquhart Road, Inverness, IV3 5NX, by emailing SPT@highland.gov.uk; 

and at: 

  

Location  Opening Hours  Address  

Bonar Bridge 
Library  

Monday - 10:00 - 12:30; 14:30 - 17:00 

Tuesday - 10:00 - 12:30 

Wednesday - 10:00 - 12:30 

Thursday - 10:00 - 12:30; 16:30 - 19:00 

Friday - 10:00 - 12:30 

Saturday - Closed 

Sunday - Closed 

Carnegie Library West End, 
Bonar Bridge, IV24 3EA.  

 

6.2.3 For copies of this AI Report, a charge of £15 will be made for a full electronic copy on 

memory stick (USB copy). Hard copies can be made available for a £500 charge. 

6.2.4 Requests for copies should be made to: 

6.2.5 BalblairWindFarm@rsk.co.uk  

 

https://balblairwindfarm.co.uk/
http://www.energyconsents.scot/
mailto:BalblairWindFarm@rsk.co.uk

